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Impact aid and student financial as-
sistance—$245 million;

HUD assisted housing—$325 million;

Unanticipated needs fund—$500 mil-
lion; and

Midwest flood—3$685 million.

In addition, the President requested
and the conference agreement rec-
ommends $1.2 billion for the Depart-
ment of Defense peackeeping activities
as an emergency.

Title II of the conference agreement
contains regular fiscal year 1994 supple-
mental appropriations requested by the
President. Of these amounts, three of
the conference agreement's rec-
ommendations provide for mandatory
funding of very important programs:

Veterans compensation and pen-
sions—$698 million;

Veterans readjustment benefits—$103
miliion; and

Advances for unemployment trust
fund-—$61.4 million.

In addition to these mandatory ap-
propriations, the bill contains various
discretionary fiscal year 1994
supplementals requested by the Presi-
dent for items such as salaries and ex-
penses for certain agencies, certain
items for the National Park Service
and Bureau of Indian Affairs, et cetera.
These discretionary appropriations
total under $160 million and are all ac-
commodated within each subcommit-
tee’s 602(b) allocation.

Title III contains rescissions total-
ling $3.25 billion. The conference agree-
ment, like the Senate-passed bill, con-
tains the congressional response to the
President’s rescission messages of No-
vember 1, 1993, and February 7, 19%4.
The total of those two Presidential re-
scission requests was $3.17 billion.
Therefore, the conference agreement
includes rescissions totalling $78 mil-
lon in greater cuts than requested by
the President.

In addition, an item of interest to
Members would be the fact that the
House accepted the Senate amendment
to ensure that emergency funds con-
tained in this measure to prohibit ben-
efits for individuals not lawfully in this
country with a modification intended
to ensure that no discrimination oc-
curs in the implementation of this sec-
tion.

Another provision of interest to all
Senators is the amendment extending
the statute of limitation of crimsnal
prosecution on the Resolution Trust
Corporation. The House receded to this
amendment, which was passed by the
Senate by a vote of 95-0.

Mr. President, I thank all Members
of the Senate for their cooperation in
the expeditious passage of this meas-
ure. As always, their expertise and
hard work were present throughout the
entire consideration of this measure.

STATEMENT REGARDING
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3759

Mr. D°AMATO. Mr. President. I rise
to express my appreciation to my fel-
low conferees for retaining the RTC
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statute of limitations extension that
the Senate adopted Wednesday
evening.

In retaining this provision in the
conference report, my colleagues have
demonstrated their sense of fairness to
the American people. The savings and
loan baflout was a financial disaster
for the taxpayer; this amendmeng
should alleviate some of the costs of
that disaster. We are talking about
real money here. On the day that Madi-
son Savings and Looan was taken over
by the regulators, 35 other savings and
loans were declared insolvent—this 1
day alone cost the taxpayers billions of

‘dollars in bail-out costs.

1 particularly would like to thank
Senators METZENBAUM and MURKOWSKI
for their hard work on this issue. Sen-
ator METZENBAUM has been a tireless
advocate on this issue. In fact, the
amendments that Senator MURKOWSKI
and 1 offered Wednesday were nearly
identical to draft legislation that 8en-
ator METZENBAUM forwarded t0 me on
Tuesday for my consideration.

The amendment will extend the stat-
ute of limitations under which a suit
may be brought against individuals
who have committed fraud involving
failed savings and loans. Under the
amendment, the 5-year time limit is
extended until December 31, 1995, or
the date that the RTC terminates, if
later

This kind of congressional action
shows the American people .and the
taxpayer that we are on the job—we're
here looking out for their best inter-
ests. The statute of limitations on
Madison and many other busted sav-
ings and loans was about to run out.
When this amendment is enacted into
law, we will have added valuable time
back on to the ticking clock

TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSIST-
ANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AMEND-
MENTS ACT—MESSAGE FROM
THE HOUSE '

Mr MITCHELL. Mr. President, I ask
the Chair to lay before the Senate a
message from the House of Representa-
tives on H.R. 2339, the Technology-Re-
lated Assistance for Individuals
Amendments Act of 1993.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore laid before the Senate the follow-
ing message from the House of Rep-
resentatives:

Resolred, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate to the biill (H.R.
2339) entitled “An Act to revise and extend
the programs of the Technology-Related As-
sistance for Individuals With Disabilities Act
of 1988, and for other purposes’, with the fol-
lowing amendment:

In lieu of the matter inserted by said
amendment, insert:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF COVTENTS

(a) SHORT TITLE.~This Act may be cited as
the **Technology-Related Assistance for Individ-
uals With Disabilities Act Amendments of 1994*

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1 Short title; tuble of contents.
Sec. 2. References.
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3. Findings, purposes, and policy
4. Definitions.

TITLE I—~GRANTS TO STATES

101. Program authorized.

102. Development grants.

103. Ertension grants.

104. Progress criteria and reports.

105. Administrative provisions.

106. Authorizatton of appropriations.

107. Repeals.

TITLE II—PROGRAMS OF NA TIONAL
« SIGNIFICANCE

Sec. 201. National classification :yslém.
Sec. 202. Training and demonstration projects.
TITLE III—ALTERNATIVE FINANCING .
MECHANISMS

Sec. 301. Alternative financing mechanisms au-
thorized.

TITLE IV—AMENDMENTS TO OTHER ACTS

Sec. 401. Individuals with Disabaitla Edu-
cation Act.

Sec. 402. Rehabilitation Act of 1973

Sec. 403. Administrative requirements under the
Head Start Act.

Sec. 404. Technical and conforming amend-
ments.

TITLE V—EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec. 501 Effective date.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES,

Erxcept as otherwise specifically provided
whenever in this Act an amendment or repeal is
exrpressed in terms of an amendment to, or a re-
peal of, a section or other provision, the ref-
erence shall be considered to be made to a sec-
tion or other provision of the Technology-Relat-
ed Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities
Act of 1988 (29 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.).

SEC. 3. FINDINGS, PURPOSES, AND POLICY.

(a) SECTION HEADING.~—Section 2 (29 US.C
2201) is amended by striking the heading and in-
serting the following
“SEC. 2. FINDINGS, PURPOSES, AND POUCY

(b) FINDINGS.—Section 2(a) (29 U.S.C 2201(a))
is amended to read as follows. -

‘ta) FINDINGS.—The Congress fi nds as fol-
lows.

' (1) Disability is a natural part of the human
erperience ‘and in no way diminishes the right
of individuals to—

‘(A) live independently,

‘(B) enjoy sel/-determmatwn.

‘(C} make choices,

(D) pursue meaningful careers, and

‘(E) enjoy full inclusion and integration in
the economic, political, social, cultural, and
educational mainstream of American society

‘(2) During the past decade, there have been
major adrvances in modern technology Tech-
nology is now a powerful force in the lives of all
residents of the United States. Technology can
provide important tools for making the perform-
ance of tasks quicker and easier,

“(3) For some individuals with disabilities,
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services are necessary to enable the
individuals—--

**(4) to have greater control over their lives,

‘“(B) to participate in, and contribute more
fully to, activities in their home, school, and
work environments, and in their communities;

**(C) to interact to a greater extent with indi-
viduals who do not have disabilities; and

(D) to otherwise benefit from opportunities
that are taken for granted by individuals who
do not have disabilities,

“(4) Substantial progress has been made in
the development of assistive technology devices,
including adaptations to eristing equipment,
that significantly benefit individuals with dis-
abilities of all ages. Such devices can be used to
increase the involvement of such individuals in,
and reduce erpenditures associated with, pro-
grams and activities such as early intervention,
education, rehabilitation and training employ-
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ment, rvesidential living, independent living,
recreation, and other aspects of datly living.

“(5) Most States have technology-related as-
sistance programs carried out under this Act. In
spite of the efforts made by such programs, there
remains a need to support systems change and
advocacy activities in order to assist States to
develop and tmplement consumer-responsive,
comprehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance for individuals with
disabilities of all ages.

“(6) Notwithstanding the efforts of such State
technology-reiated assistance programs, there is
still a lack of—

*'(A) resources to pay for assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services.

*(B) trained persennel to assist individuails
with disabilities to use such devices and serv-
ices;

“(C) tnformation among individuals witk dis-
abilities and their family membders, guardians,
advocates, and authorized representatives, tndi-
viduals who work for public agencies, or for pri-
vate entities (including insurers), that have con-
tact with individuals with disabdilities, educators
and related service persomnel, techmology er-
perts (including engineers), employers, and
other appropriate individuals about the avail-
abﬂttycndmhalo!techmmfmhdmd
wuals with disgbilities;

(D) aggressive outreach to underrepresented

and rural populations;

‘(E) systems that ensure timely acquisition
and delivery of assistive technology devices and
asgistive technology services, particularly with
respect to children;

*(F) coordination among State hRuman serv-
ices programs, and between such programs ard
private entities, particularly with respect o
transitions between such programs and entities,
and

(G} capactty in such programs to provide the
necessary technology-related assistanrce.

*(7) Many individuals with disabilities cannot
access eristing telecommunications and informa-
tion technologies and are at risk of not being
able to access developing technologies. The fail-
ure of Federal and State governments, kardware
manufacturers, software desigrers, information
systems managers, and telecommunications serv-
ice providers to account for the specific needs of
individuals with disabilities reswlts in the exclu-
sion of such individuals from the use of tele-
communications and informatior technologies
and results én unnecessary costs associated with
the retrofitting of devices and product systems.

*(8) There are insufficient incentives for the
commercial pursuit of tke application of tech-
nology devices to meet the needs of individuals
with disabilities, because of the perception that
such individuals constitute a limited maurket.

*‘(9) At the Federal level, there is a lack of co-
ordination among agencies that provide or pay
for the provision of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services. In addition,
the Federal Government does not provide ade-
quate assistance and information with respect to
the use of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services to individuals with
disabdilities and their family members, guard-
ians, advocates, and authorized representatives,
individuals who work for public agencies, or for
private entities (including insurers), that have
contact with individuals with disabilities. edu-
cators and related services personnel, tech-
nology erperts (including engineers), employers,
and other appropriate individuals.” .

(c) PURPOSES.—Section 2(b) (29 U.S.C. 2201(b))
is amended to read as follows:

**{b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act are
as follows:

'(1) To provide financial assistance to the
States to support systems change and advocacy
activities designed to assist each State in devel-
oping and implementing a consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide program of technoloqy-
related assistance, for individuals with disabil-
ities of all ages. that is designed to—
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“(4) tncrease the availabdility of, funding for,
access to, and provision of, Mntxﬁnﬂtm
devices and assistive technology services,

*(B) increase the active involvement of indi-
viduals with disagbilities and their family mem-
ders, puardians, advocates, and authorized rep-
resentatives, in the planning. development, im-
plementation, and evaluation of such a pro-
gram,

*(C) increase the involuvement of individuals
with disabilities and, if appropriate, their family
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives, in decisions related to the provi-
sion of assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services;

(D) tncrease the provision of outveach to
underrepresented populations and rural popu-
lations, to enable the two populations to enjoy
the benefits of programs carried out te accom-
plish purposes described in this paragraph to
the same extent as other populations;

"(E) fncrease and promote coordination
amony State agencies, and bdetween State agen-
cies and private entities, that are involved in
carrying out activities under this title, particu-
larly providing assistive technology devices and

assistive technology services, that accomplish a -

purpose described in another subparagrapk of
this paragraph;

“(F)1) increase the awareness of laws, regula-
tions, policies, practices, procedures, and orga-
nizational structures, that facilitate the avail-
abdility or provision of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services; and

“{ii) facilitate the change of laws, regulations,

"policies, practices, procedures, and organiza-

tional structures, that impede the availability or
provision of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services;

‘*(G) increase the probability that individuals
with disadilities of all ages will, to the extent
appropriate, dbe able to secure and maintain pos-
session of assistive technology devices as such
individuals make the transition between services
offered by human service agencies or between
settings of daily living:

‘‘(H) enhance the skills and competencies of
individuals involved in providing assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology services;

“(I) tncrease awareness and knowledge of the
efficacy of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services among—

(i) individuals with disabilities and their
Jamily members, guardians, adrocates, and qu-
thorized representatives;

*(i1) individuals who work for public agen-
cies, or for private entities (including insurers),
that have contact with individuals with disabil-
ities;

(i1i) educators and related services personnel;

“(1v) technology experts (ircluding engineers);

(1) employers; and

“(vi) other appropriate ind:viduals;

“(J) increase the capaciiy of pubiic agencies
and private entities to provide and pay for
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services on a statewide dasis for individ-
uals with disabilities of all aces: and

“(K) increase the awarerness of the needs of
individuals with disabilities for assistive tech-
nology devices and for assistrve technology sevv-
ices.

“(?) To identify Federal pol.cies that facilitate
payment for assistive techroiegy devices and
assistive technology services, to identify Federal
policies that impede such payment, and to elimi-
nate inappropriate barriers (0 such payment.

*(3) To emhance the ability of the Federal
Government to provide States with—

**(A) techrnical assistance, information, tram-
ing, and public awareness programs relaling to
the provision of assistive teckrology devices and
assistive technology services: and

(B} funding for demonstration projects.”’.

(d) PoLicy.—Section 2 (29 US.C. 2201) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

(¢} PoLICY.—It is the policy of the United
States that all programs, projects. and activities
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receiving assistance under this Act shall be
consumer-responsive and shall be carried out in
a manner consistent with the principles of —

“(1) respect for individual dignity, personal
responsibility, self-determination, and pursuit of
meaningful careers, bdased on informed choice,
of individuals with disabilities;

“(2) respect for the privacy, rights, and egqual
access (including the use of accessidle formats),
of such itndfviduals;

“X3) inctusion, integration, and full pcmdpa-
tion of such individuals:

“(4) support for the tnvolvement of a family
member, a guardian, an advocate, or an author-
tzed representative, {f an individual with a dis-
abtlity requests, desires, ot needs such support.
and ‘

*“(5) support for individual and systems advo-
cacy and community involvement.”. =
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

Section 3 (20 U.S.C. 2202) is amernded—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(8) as paragraphs ), (3). (7). (8). (10), (11), (13),
and (14). respectively,;

Q) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as redes-
ignated by paragraph (1)) the following: -

‘(1) ADYOCACY SERVICES.—The term ‘advo-
ocacy services’, except as used as part of the term
‘protection and advocacy services', means
services—

“(A) provided to assist individuals with dis-
abilities and their family membders, guardians,
advocates, and authorized representatives in
accessing assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services; and

*(B) provided through— ]

*(i) tndividual case management for individ-
uals with disabilities;

‘i) representation of individuals with dis-
abilities (other than representation within the
definition of protection and edvocacy services),

‘(i) tratning of individuals with disabilities
and their family members, guardians, advecates,
and authorized representutives to swccessfully
conduct advocacy for themselves; or

*Yiv) dissemination of information.”; :

(3) t»n paragraph (IXE) (as reduicnated by
paragraph (1)), by striking “family” and all
that follows and fnserting “‘the family members,
guardians, advocates, or authorized representa-
tives of such an indtvidual; and*’;

(4) by fnserting after paragraph (3) (as redes-
ignated by paragraph (1)) the following:

‘‘(4) COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE PROGRAM OF
TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE.—The term
‘comprehensive statewide program of tech-
nology-related assistance’ means a statewide
program of tecknology-related assistance devel-
oped and implemented by a State under title ]
that—

“*(A) addresses the needs of all individuals

with disabilities, including members of
underrepresented populations and members of
rural populations; ’

**(B) addresses such needs without regard to
the age., type of disability, race. ethnicity, or
gender of such individuals, or the particular
major life activity for which such individuals
need the assistance; and

‘¥C) addresses such needs without requiring
that the assistance be provided through any
particular agency or service delivery system.

(5 CONSUMER-RESPONSIVE.—The term
‘comnsumer -responsive’ means, with respect to an
entity, program, or activity. that the entity, pro-
gram, or activity—

*‘(A) is easily accessible to, and usable by, in-
dividuals with disabilities and, when appro-
priate, their family members, guardians, advo-
cates, or authorized representatives;

*‘(B) responds to the needs of individuals with
disabilities in a timely and appropriate manner;
and

“(C) facilitates the full and meaningful par-
ticipation of individuals with disabilities (in-
cluding tndividuals from underrepresented pop-
ulations and rural populations) and their family
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members, guardians, advocates, and authorized
representatives, in—

(i) decisions relating to the pvovi:ian of
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services; and

(i) the planning, development, implementa-
tion, and eévaluation of the comprehensive state-
wide program of technology-related astistance.

**(6) DISABILITY.—The term ‘disability’ means
a condition of an individual that {s considered
to be a disability or handicap for the purposes
of any Federal law other than this Act or for
the purposes of the law of the State in which
the individual resides.’";

(5) by striking paragraph (7) (as redesignated
by paragraph (1)) and inserting the following:

**(7) INDIVIDUAL WTTH A DISABILITY; INDIVID-
UALS WITH DISABILITIES.—

*‘(A) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY. —The
term ‘individual with a disability’ means any
individual— -

*'(1) who has a disadility; and

*(ii) who is or would be enabled dy an
assistive technology device or an assistive tech-
nology service to minimize deterioration in func-
tioning, to maintain a level of functioning, or to
achieve a greater level of functioning in any
major life activity.

*(B) INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.—The
term ‘individuals witk disabdilities’ means more
than one individual with a disability.;

(6) in paragraph (8) (as redesignated by para-
graph (1))—

(A) by striking ‘‘section 435(b)"° and inserting
“section 1201(a)"’; and
- (B) by striking *°1965°° and inserting *°1965 (20
U.S.C. 1141(a))*";

(7) by inserting after paragraph (8) (as redes-
ignated by paragraph (1)) the following:

“(9) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SERVICES.—
The term ‘protection and advocacy services’
means services that—

‘“(A) are described in part C of the Devel-
opmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6041 et seq.). the Protec-

tion and Advocacy for Mentally Nl Individuals

Act (42 U.S.C. 10801 et seg.), or section 509 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 79¢e}; and

“(B) assist individuals with disabilities with
respect to assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services."';

(8) in paragraph (11) (as redesignated by

paragraph (1))—

(A) by striking *‘several States ™ and inserting
“'several States of the United States'’;

(B) by striking *'Virgin Islands’’ and inserting
“United States Virgin Islands'’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘the Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific Islands” and inserting “‘the Republic of
Palau (until the Compact of Free Association
with Palau takes effect)’’;

(9) by inserting after such paragraph (11) the
Sfollowing:

**(12) SYSTEMS CHANGE AND ADVOCACY ACTIVI-
TIES.—The term ‘systems change and advocacy
activities' means efforts that result in laws, reg-
ulations, policies, practices, or organizational
structures that promote consumer-responsive
programs or entities and that facilitate and in-
crease access to, provision of, and funding for,
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services on a permanent basis, in order
to empower individuals with disabilities to
achieve greater independence, productivity, and
integration and inclusion within the community
and the work force."’;

(10) in paragraph (13) (as redesignated by
paragraph (1)}—

(A) by striking “functions performed and ac-
tivities carried out under section 101’ and in-
serting ‘‘assistance provided through systems
change and advocacy activities®'; and

(B) by inserting ""any of subparagraphs (A)
through (K) of "’ before *‘section 2(b)(1)'*; and

(11) by amending paragraph (14) (as redesig-
nated by paragraph (1)) to read as follows:

“*(14) UNDERREPRESENTED POPULATION.—The
term ‘underrepresented population’ includes a
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population such as minorities, the poor, and

persons with limited-English proficiency.’.
TITLE I-GRANTS TO STATES

SRC. 101. PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.

(@) GRANTS TO STATES.~—Section 10l(a) (29
U.S.C. 2211(a)) i3 amended— .

(1) by inserting after 'provisions of this title"’
the following: *“to support systems change and
advocacy activities designed’; and

(2) dy striking “‘to develop and implement'
and {(nserting ‘in developing and implement-
ing"

inserting the following:

“(d) ACTIVITES.—Any State that rece!m a
grant under section 102 or 163 shall use the
funds made available through the grant to ac-
complish the purposes descridbed in section
2(bK1) and, in accomplishing such purposes,
may carry out any of the following systems
change and advocacy activities:

*'(1) MODEL SYSTEMS AND ALTERNATIVE STATE-
FINANCED SYSTEMS.—The State may support ac-
tivities to increase access to, and funding for,
assistive technology. including—

‘(A) the development, and evaluation of the
efficacy. of model delivery systems that provide
aszistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services to individuals with disabilities,
that pay for such devices and services, and that,
{f successful, could be replicated or generaily
applied, such as—

(i) the development of systems for the pur-
chase, lease, other acguisition, or payment for
the provision, of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services; or

*'(if) the establishment of alternative State or
privately financed systems of subsidies for the
provision of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services, such as—

**(I) a loan system for assistive technology de-

“*(11) an income-contingent loan fund;

“(1I7) a low-interest loan fund;

“(1V) a revolving loan fund;

(V) a loan insurance program,; or -

*(VI) a partnership with private entities for
the purchase, lease, or other acquisition of
assistive technology devices and the provision of
assistive technology services;

‘“(B) the demonstration of assistive technology

..devices, including—

(i) the provision of a location or locations
within the State where—

**(I) individuals with disabdilities and their
Jamily members, guardians, advocates, and au-
thorized representatives;

‘“(11) education, rehabilitation, health care,
and other service providers;

*(111) individuals who work for Federal,
State, or local government entities; and

*(1V) employers,
can see and touch assistive technology devices,
and learn about the devices from personnel who
are familiar with such devices and their applica-
tions;

“(ii) the provision of counseling and assist-
ance to individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, and au-
thorized representatives to determine individual
needs for assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services; and

**(iii) the demonstration or short-term loan of
assistive technology devices to individuals, em-
ployers, public agencies, or public accommoda-
tions seeking strategies to comply with the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) and section 504 of the Re-
habilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794); and

“(C) the establishment of information systems
about, and recycling centers for, the redistribu-
tion of assistive technology devices and equip-
ment that may include detvice and equipment
loans, rentals, or gifts.

*‘(2) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The State
may support activities—

(6) ACTIVITIES.—Section 101 (29 U.S.C. 2211) is
- amended by striking subsections (b) and (c) and
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‘'(A) to identify and coordinate Federal and
State policies, resources, and services, relating
to the provision of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services, including en-
tering into interagency agreements;

‘(B) to convene interagency work groupe to
enhance public funding options and coordinate
access to funding for assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services for indi-
viduals with disabilities of all ages. with special
attention to the issues of transition (such as
transition from school to work, and transition
from participation in programs under part H of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(20.05.C. 1471 et 0eq.), to pa in pro-
grams under part B of such Act (20 US.C 1411
et 32q.)) home use, and individual involvement
tn the identification, planning, use, delivery,
and evaluation of.such devices and services; or -

**(C) to document and disseminate information
about interagency activities that promote co-
ordination with respect to assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services, in-
cluding evidence of increased participation of
State and local special education, vocational re-
habilitation, and State medical ankumcc agen-
cies and departments.

**(3) OUTREACH.—The State may oc"y out ac-
Hivities to encourage the creation or mainte-
nance of, support, or provide assistance to,
statewide and community-based organizations,
or systems, that provide assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services to indi-
viduals with disabilities or that assist individ-
uals with disabilities in using assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology services.
Such activities may include outreach to
consumer organizations and groups in the State
to coordinate the activities of the organizations
and groups with efforts (including self-help,
support groups, and peer mentoring) to assist
individuals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives, to obtain funding for, and ac-
cess to, assidtive technology devices and
assistive technology services.

‘‘(4) EXPENSES.—The State may pay for ex-
penses, including travel expenses, and services,
including services of qualified interpreters, read-
ers, and personal care assistants, that may be
necessary to ensure access to the comprehensive
statewide program of technology-related assist-
ance dy individuals with disabilities who are de-
termined by the State to be in financial need.

‘“(5) STATEWIDE NEEDS ASSESSMENT—The
State may conduct a statewide needs assessment
that may be based on data in eristence on the
date on which the assessment fs initiated and
may include—

"(A) estimates of the numbers of individuals
with disabilities within the State, categorized by
residence, type and erxtent of disabilities, age,
race, gender, and ethnicity.;

‘“(B) in the case of an assessment carried out
under a development grant, a description of ef-
forts, during the fiscal year preceding the first
fiscal year for which the State received such a
grant, to provide assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services to individuals
with disabilities within the State, including—

‘(i) the number of individuals with disabilities
who received appropriate assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services; and

‘'(i1) a description of the devices and services
provided;

*(C) information on the number of individuals
with disabilities who are in need of assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services, and a description of the devices and
sé}vxces needed;

‘“AD) information on the cost of providing
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services to all individuals with disabil-
ities within the State who need such devices and
services; '

*'(E) a description of State and local public re-
sources and private resources fincluding insur-
ance) that are available to establish a consumer-
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responsive comprehensive statewide program of
technology-related assistance;

‘“(F) information identifying Federal and
State laws, regulations, policies, practices, pro-
cedures, and organizational structures, that fa-
cilitate or interfere with the operation of &
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-related assistance;

*‘(G) a description of the procurement policies
of the State and the extent to which such poli-
cies will ensure, to the extent practicable, that
assistive technology devices purchased, leased,
or otherwise acquired with assistance made
available through a grant made under section
102 or 103 are compatible with other technology
devices, tncluding technology devices designed

primarily for use by

“*(t) individuals who are not individuals with

disabilities;

**(11) individuals who are elderly; or

*“(1ii) individuals with particular disabilities;
and

‘(H) information resulting from an inquiry
about whether a State agency or task force
(composed of individuals representing the State
and individuals representing the private sector)
should study the practices of private insurance
companies holding licenses within the State that
offer health or disabdility insurance policies
under which an individual may obtain reim-
dursement for—

*‘(i) the purchase, dease, or other acquisition
of assistive technology devices; or

*(il) the use of assistive technology services.

*/(6) PUBLIC AWARENESS PROGRAM.—

*“(A) IN GENERAL.~—The State may—

*(i) support a public awareness program de-
signed to provide information relating to the
avatlability and efficacy of assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services for—

‘(1) individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, or aqu-
thorized rep tatives;

‘“(11) individuals who work for public agen-
cies, or for private entities (including insurers),
that have contact with individuals with disabil-
ities;

*(11I) educators and related services person-
nel;

“(IV) technology experts (including engi-
neers);

(V) employers; and

*(V1) other appropriate individuals and enti-
ties; or

*'(ii) establish and support such a program i
no such program erists.

*(B) CONTENTS.—Such a public awareness
program may include—

‘*(i) the development and dissemination of in-
formation relating to—

‘(1) the nature of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services;

*(11) the appropriateness, cost, and availabil-
ity of, and access to, assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services; and

*(111) the efficacy of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services with re-
spect to enhancing the capacity of individuals
with disabilities;

‘‘(ii) the development of procedures for provid-
ing direct communication among public provid-
ers of assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services and between public provid-
ers and private providers of such devices and
services (including employers); and

*‘(iti) the development and dissemination of
information relating to the use of the program
by individuals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives, professionals who work in a
field related to an activity described in this sec-
tion, and other appropriate individuals.

*(7) TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—
The State may carry out directly, or may pro-
vide support to @ public or private entity to
carry out, training and technical assistance
activities—

*“‘(A) that—
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*‘(i) are provided for tndividuals with disabil-
ities and their family members, guardians, advo-
cates, and authorized representatives, and other
appropriate individuals; and

‘(1) may tnclude—

**(1) training in the use ola:sl:uoe technology
devices and assistive technology services;

‘“(11) the development of written materials,

an individual with a disability for assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services tn developing, for the tndividual, any
individualized education program described in
section 614(a)(5) of the Individuals «ith Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 141€{a)X5)), any
individualized written rehabilitation program
described in section 102 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 (29 US.C. 722), any individualized
family service plan described in section 677 of
the Individuals with Disubilities Education Act
(20 U.S.C. 1477), and any other tndividualized
plans or programs;

‘/(111) training regarding the rights of the per-
sons descrided in clause (i) to assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology services
under any law other than this Act, to promote
Juller independence, productivity, and inclusion
th and integration into society of such persons;
and .

‘(IV) training to increase consumer participa-
tion in the tdentification, planning, use, delfv-
ery, and evaluation of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services; and

*(B) that—

‘(i) eshance the assistive technology skills
and competencies of—

‘(1) individuals who work for public agencia.
or for private entities (including insurers), that
have contact with individuals with disabilities;

*‘(11) educators and related services personnel;

*“(111) techmology experts (including engi-
neers),

*(1V) employers. and

*‘(V) other appropriate personnel; and

*(ii) include taking actions to facilitate the
development of standards, or, when appropriate,
the application of such standards, to ensure the
avallability of qualified personnel.

*(8) PROGRAM DATA.—The State may support
the compilation and evaluation of appropriate
data related to a program described in sub-
section (a).

*(9) ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY-RELATED INFOR-
MATION.— _

*(A) IN GENERAL.—The State may develop, op-
erate, or expand a system for public access to in-
formation concerning an activity carried out
under another paragraph of this subsection, in-
cluding information about assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services, fund-
ing sources and costs of such assistance, and in-
dividuals, organizations, and agencies capable
of carrying out such an activity for individuals
with disabilities.

*(B) ACCESS.—Access to the system may be
provided through community-based entities, in-
cluding public libraries, centers for independent
living (as defined in section 702(1) of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 796a(1))), and
community rehabilitation programs (as defined
in section 7(25) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 706(25))).

*(C) SYSTEM.—~In developing, operating, or
erpanding a system described in subparagraph
(A), the State may—

‘(i) develop, compile, and categorize print,
large print, braille, audio, and video materials,
computer disks, compact discs (including com-
pact discs formatted with read-only memory),
information that can be used in telephone-based
information systems, and such other media as
technological innovation may make appropriate;

“(ii) identify and classify ezisting funding
sources, and the conditions of and criteria for
access to such sources, including any funding
mechanisms or strategies developed by the State;

“(iii) identify existing support groups and sys-
tems designed to help individuals with disabil-
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{ties make effective use of an activity carried out
under another paragraph of this subsection;
and .

*(iv) maintain a record of the extent to whick
citizens of the State use or make fnquiries of the
system established in sudparagraph (A), and of
the nature of such inguiries.

*(D) LINKAGES.—The information aym may
be organized on an interstate basis or as part of
a regional consortium of States in order to fa-
cilitate the establishment of compatible, linked

*°(10) INTERSTATE ACTIVITIES —

*(A) IN GENERAL—The State may enter into

agreements with other States to ex-

_cooperative
pand the capacity of the States involved to as-

duplication of efforts already undertaken in
other Siates.

‘(11) PARTNERSHIPS AND coormnvr INITIA~

TIVES.—The State may support the establish-
ment or contintuation of partnerships and coop-
erative initiatives between the public sector and
the private sector to promote greater participa-
tion by business and industry in—

*(A) the development, demonstration, and dis-
semination of assistive technology devices; and’ -

‘(B) the ongoing provision of information
about new products to assist individuals with
disabilities.

*(12) ADVOCACY SERVICES.—The State may

provide advocacy services. .

*‘(13) OTHER ACTIVITIES.—The State may uii-
lize amounts made available through granis
made under section 102 or 103 for any systems
change and advocacy activities, other than the
activities descrided tn anotker paragraph of this
subsection, that are necessary for developing,

technology-related assistance.

*{c) NONSUPPLANTATION.—In carrying out
systems changé and advocacy activities under
this title, the State shall ensure that the activi-
ties supplement, and not supplant, similar ac-
tivities that have deen carried out pursuant to
other Federal or State law.*’.

SEC. 102. DEVELOPMENT GRANTS.

Section 102 (29 U.S.C. 2212) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking *‘3-year grants’’ and inserting
“3-year grants to support systems change and
advocacy activities described in section 101(b)
(including activities described in subsection
(eX7))"; and

(B) by striking “‘to develop and implement
statewide programs’’ and inserting *‘in develop-
ing and implementing consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide programs’’;

(2) by striking subsection (b);

(3) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) as
subsections (b) and (c), respectively;

(4) in subsection (b) (as redesignated in para-
graph (3))}—

(A) in paragraph (3)(C), by striking ‘‘state-
wide program’’ and inserting ‘‘consumer-respon-
sive comprehensive statewide program'’; and

(B) in paragraph (5)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking °(A)"
STATE.—'";

(11) by inserting ‘“United States" before *‘Vir-
gin Islands’; and

(I1I) by striking “‘Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific Islands'’ and inserting ‘‘Republic of
Palau’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

and inserting *‘(A)
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1) by m “(B)** and inserting ‘(B) TEN-
RITORY.~'";

(n by tnmﬂng *“United Stata before “Vir-
gin Islands™; and

(Ill)nmwmojthha
cific Islands’ and inserting “Republic of Pulau
%ﬁmcmo/mm takes ef-

(5)3: paragraph (2) of subsection (c) (as re-

designated in paragrapk (3)) by striking “state-.
“ConsUMEr-ro-

wide progroms™ and inserting
sponsive comprehensive statewide programs™;

(6) by !mﬂuWMMu(c)me

ollowing:

‘Yd) DESIGNATION OF YHE LEAD AGENCY . —
‘A1) DESIGNATION.—The Governor of any
State that dezires to receive @ grant undey this
section shall designate the office, agency, en-
tity, or individuat (referred to in this Act as the
‘lead agency’) responsidle for—

*'(A) submitting the application descrided in
subssction (e) on behalf of the State:

“(B) administering and supervitsing the use of
amounts made available under the grant;
“(CXi) coordinating efforts related teo, auhu-

evalustion of the
consumer-responsive statewide
program of assistuace among
public agencies and detween public agencies and
private tnciuding coerdinating efforts

or authorized representatives, and other appro-
priate individuals, with respect to activities car-
ried out under the grant; and

‘(D) the delegation, in whole or in part, of
any responsibilities described in subparagraph
¢A), (B), or (C) to ane or more eppropriate of-
fices, agencies, entities, or individuals.

**(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—In designating the lead
agency, the Governor may designate—

**(A) a commission apmlnud by the Governor;

**(B) a public-private partnership or consor-

um,

‘(C)a university-ajﬁuated program,;

**(D) a public agency,

*(E) a council established under Federal or
State law; or

*(F) another appropriate office, agency, en-
tity, or individual.

*(3) ABILITIES ®OF LEAD AGENCY.—The State
shall provide, in accordance with subsection
(e)(1), evidence that the lead agency has the
ability—

‘“(A) to respond to assistive technology needs
across disabilities and ages;

““(B) to promote the availability throughout
the State of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services;

(C) to promote and implement
change and advocacy activities;

‘(D) to promote and dcvelop public-private
partnerships;

*(E) to erercise leadership in identifying and
responding to the technology needs of individ-
uals with disabilities and their family members,
guardians, advocates, and authorized represent-
atives;

*(F) to promote consumer confidence, respon-
siveness, and advocacy; and

*(G) to erercise leadership in implementing ef-
fective strategies for capacity building, staff and
consumer training, and enhancement of access
to funding for assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services across agencies.’”;

(7) in subsection (e)—

(A) by striking paragraphs (1), (2), and (3)
and inserting the following:

**(1) DESIGNATION OF THE LEAD AGENCY.—Im-
formation identifying the lead agency des-
ignated by the Governor under subsection (d)1),
and the evidence described in subsection (2)(3).

systems
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“(2) AGENCY INVOLVEMENT —A description of
the nature and extent of involvement of various
State sgencies, including the State tmeurance
depariment, in the preparation of the applica-
tion and the continuing role of ench agency in
the development and implementation of the
consumer-responsive comprekensive statewide

program of teck assistance, n-
cluding tdentification of the available re-
sources and of each

“(3) INVOLVEMENT —

“(A) CONSUMER mvw.nnm-—‘ dacrtpaon
of procedures that provide for—

“0UXI) the active involvement of fadmduak
with disadilities and their family members,
guardians, advocates, and authorized represent-

atives, and other appropriate individuals, in the

development, implementation, and evaluation of
the program; and
“¢1I) the active involvement, to the marimum

and types of disabilities, tn the consumer-re-
sponsive comprehensive statewide program of
tecAnology-related assistance.

‘(B) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT.—A description of
the nature and extent of—

(1) the involvement, in the of the
Jead agency under subsection (d), and in the de-
velopment of the application, of—

“() individuals with and their

family members, puardiam advocates, or au-
thorized representatives;

*“(II) other appropriate individuals who are
not employed by a State agency; and .

“(111) organizations, providers, and interested
parties, in the private sector; and

“(ii) the cemtinuing role of the individuals
aumammnma)mmwo.

gram.”
(B) in paragraph (4), by striking “wnderserved
“tmdeneprmted popu-

(C‘)tnpamyrapktwm(s).bvﬂﬂw
“statewide program™ eack place the term ap-

pears and inserting ‘‘consumer-responsive com-'

statewide program’’;

(D) by striking paragraphs (6), (7), and (17);

(E) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (5) as
paragraphs (17) and (18), respectively, and
transferring such paragraphs to the end of the
subsection;

(F) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

*“(6) GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIVITIES, AND OUT-
COMES.—Information on the program with re-
spect to—

‘‘(A) the goals and objectives of the State for
the program;

“(B) the systems change and advocacy activi-
ties that the State plans to carry out under the
program; and

*(C) the exrpected outcomes of the State for
the program, consistent with the purposes de-
scribed in section 2(bX1).

‘(7) PRIORITY ACTIVITIES.—

*(A) IN GENERAL.—An assurance that the
State will use funds made available under this
section or section 103 to accomplish the purposes
described in section 2(b)(1) and the goals, objec-
tives, and outcomes described in paragraph (6).
and to carry out the systems change and advo-
cacy activities described in paragraph (6)(B), in
a manner that is consumer-responsive.

‘“(B) PARTICULAR ACTIVITIES.—An assurance
that the State, in carrying out such systems
change and advocacy activities, shall carry out
activities regarding—

(i) the development, tmplementation, and
monitoring of State, regional, and local laws,
regulations, policies, practices, procedures, and

assistive tech
“(v) the provision o{ outreack fo
underrepresented populations and rural popu-

lated assistance to work with suck populadou.
and :

"*(vi) the development and bmlmtaﬁon of
stratepies to ensure timely acguisition and deliv-
ery of assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services, particularly for childven,
unless the State demonstrates through the
progress reports required under section 104 that
significant progress khas been made in the devel-
opment and implementation of a consumer-re-
sponsive comprehensive statewide program of
technology-related assistance, and that other
systems change axd advocacy activities will in-
crease the likelihood that the pragram will ac-
complisk the purposes described n section
2(0K1).

*(8) ASSESSMENT.—AR assurance that the
State will conduct an annual assessment of the
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-velated assistance, in
order to determine—

*“(A) the extent te which the State's goals and
objectives for systems change and advocacy ac-
Hvities, as tdentified in the State plan under
paragraph (6), have been achieved; and

‘‘(B) the areas of need that require attention
in the nert year.

*“(9) DATA COLLECTION.— A description of—

*“(A) the data collection system used for com-
piling information on the program, consistent
with such requirements as the Secretary may es-
tablish for such systems, and, when a national
classification system i3 developed pursuant to
section 201, comsistent with such classtfication
system: and

“(B) procedures that will be used to conduct
evaluations of the program.’*;

(G) in paragraphs (II)(B)(i) and (12)(B) by
striking ‘‘individual with disabilities’® and in-
serting ‘‘individual with a disability*’;

(H) in paragraph (16)(A), by striking ‘‘the
families or representatives of individuals with
disabilities’’ and inserting ‘‘their family mem-
ders, guardians, advocates, or authorized rep-
resentatives'”; and

(I) by adding at the end the following:
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*(18) AUTHORITY TO USE FUNDS.—An assur-
ance that the lead agency will have the author-
ity to use funds made avatlable through a grant
made under this section or section 103 to comply
with the requirements of this section or section
103, respectively, including the ability to hire
qualified staff mecessary to carry out activities
under the program.

*‘(20) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY sznwcss——
Either—

*(A) an assurance that the State will annu-
ally provide, from the funds made available to
the State through a grant made under this sec-
tion or section 103, an amount calculated {n ac-
cordance with subsection (/}(4), in order to make
a grant to, or enter into a contract with, an en-
tity to support protection and advocacy services
through the systems established to provide pro-
tection and advocacy under the Developmental
Disabilities Assistance.and Bill of Rights Act (42
U.S.C. 6000 et seq.), the Protection and Advo-
cacy for Mentally Il Individuals Act (2 U.S.C.
10801 et 9eq.), and section 509 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. T8de); or -

*(B) at the discretion of the State, a request
that the Secretary annually reserve, from the
funds made available to the State through a
grant made under this section or section 103, an
amount calculated in accordance with sud-
section (f)(4), in order for the Secretary to make
a grant to or enter into a contract with such a
system to support protection and advocacy serv-

*“(21) TRAINING ACTIVITIES.—ARn assurance
that the State—

““(A) will develop and implemcnt strategies for
fncluding personnel training regarding assistive
technology within existing Federal- and State-

funded training initiatives, in order to enhance

assistive technology skills and competencies;
and

*‘(B) will document such training.

.*(22) LIMIT ON INDIRECT COSTS.—An assur-
ance that the percentage of the funds received
under the grant that is used for indirect costs
shall not exceed 10 percent.

*/(23) COORDINATION WITH STATE COUNCILS.—
An assurance that the lead agency will coordi-
nate the activities funded through a grant made
under this section or section 103 with the activi-
ties carried out by other councils within the
State, including—

*“(A) any council or commission, specified in
the assurance provided by the State in accord-
ance with section 101(a)(36) of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 721(a)(36));

‘(B) the Statewide Independent Living Coun-
cil established under section 705 of the Rehabili-
tation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 796d);

“*(C) the advisory panel established under sec-
tion 613(a)12) of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Equcation Act (20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(12)):;

‘D) the State Interagency Coordinating
Council established under section 682 of the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.8.C. 1482);

*(E) the State Planning Council described in
section 124 of the Developmental Disabilities As-
sistance and Bill of Rights Act (42 {J.S.C. 6024);

‘“(F) the State mental health planning council
established under section 1914 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300x-3); and

*(G) any council established under section
204, 206(g)(2)(A), or 712(a)(3)(H) of the Older
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3015,
3017(g)(2)(A), or 3058g(a)(3)(H)).

*‘(24) COORDINATION WITH OTHER SYSTEMS
CHANGE AND ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES.—An assur-
ance that there will be coordination between the
activities funded through the grant and other
related systems change and advocacy activities
funded by either Federal or State sources.

‘“(25) OTHER INFORMATION AND ASSURANCES.—
Such other information and assurances as the
Secretary may reasonably require.’’; and

(8) by adding at the end the following:

**(f) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY REQUIRE-
MENTS.—
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**(1) REQUIREMENTS.—A State that, as of June
30, 1953, has provided for protection and advo-
cacy services through an entity that—

“(A) is capable of performing the functions
that would otherwise be performed under sub-
section (e)(20) by the system descrided in sub-
section (e)(20); and

*‘(B) is not a system described in such sub-
section,

shall be considered to meet the requirements of
such subsection. Such entity shall receive fund-
ing to provide such protection and advocacy
services {n accordance avith paragraph (4), and
shall comply with the same requirements of this
title (other than the requirements of such sub-
section) as a system that receives funding under
such subsection.

*(2) PROTECTION AND ADYOCACY SERVICE PRO-
VIDER REPORT.—

“{A) PREPARATION.—A szystem that receives
funds under subsection (eX20) to carry out the
protection and advocacy services described in
subsection (¢)(20XA) tn a State, or an entity de-
scribed tn paragraph (1) that carries out such
services in the State, shall prepare reports that
ocontain such information as the Secretary may
require, including the following:

(i) A description of the activities carried out
by the system or entity with suck funds.

‘Yit) Documentation of significant progress, fn
providing protection and advocacy services, in
each of the following areas:

*‘(I) Conducting activities that are consumer-
responsive, including activities that will lead to
increased access to funding for assistive tech-

devices and assistive technology services.

“(1I) Erecuting legal, administrative, and
other appropriate means of representation to im-
plement systems change and advocacy activities.

**(11I) Developing and implementing strategies
designed to enhance the umg-tevm abilities of
individuals with disabilities’ and ‘their family
members, puardians, advocates, and authorized
representatives to successfully advocate for
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services to which the individuals with
disabilities are entitled under law other than
this Act.

“(IV) Coordinating activities with protection
and advocacy services funded through sources
other than this Act, and coordinating activities
with the systems change and advocacy activities
carried out by the State lead agency.

*Y(B) SUBMISSION.—The system or entity shall
submit the reports to the program described in
subsection (a) in the State not less often than
every 6 months.

*“(C) UPDATES.—The system or entity shall
provide monthly updates to the program de-
scribed in subsection (a) concerning the activi-
ties and information described in subparagraph
(A)

“(3) CONSULTATION WITH STATE PROGRAMS.—
Before making a grant or entering into a con-
tract under subsection (e)(20)(B) to support the
protection and advocacy services descridbed in
subsection (e)(20)(A) in a State, the Secretary
shall solicit and consider the opinions of the
lead agency in the State with respect to the
terms of the grant or contract.

*“(4) CALCULATION OF EXPENDITURES.~—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year, for
each State receiving a grant under this section
or section 103, the Secretary shall specify a min-
imum amount that the State shall use to provide
protection and advocacy services.

‘*(B) INITIAL YEARS OF GRANT.—Ezcept as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C) or (D)— .

(i) the Secretary shall calculate such mini-
mum amount for a State based on the size of the
grant, the needs of individuals with disabilities
within the State, the population of the State,
and the geographic size of the State; and

*‘(ii) such minimum amount shall be not less
than $40,000 and not more than $100,000.

*¢C) FOURTH YEAR OF SECOND EXTENSION
GRANT.—If a State receives a second ertension
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grant under section 103(a)2), the Secretary
shall specify a mintmum amount under subpara-
graphk (A) for the fourth year (if any) of the

ertension grant of the State, .
*(E) PROHIBITION.—Afler the fUth year (if
any) of the grant period, no Federal funds may

to a system described tn subsection (e)(20) or an
entity described in paragraph (1).”'.
SEC, 108. EXTENSION GRANTS.

Section. 103 (29 U.S.C. 2213) is amended to vead
as : . :
“SEC. 103. EXTENSION GRANTS.

**(a) EXTENSION GRANTS.— ,

**(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANT.—The Secretary -

“(2) SECOND EXTENSION ORANT.—The Sec-
retary may award a second srtension grant, for
a period of not more than § years, {0 any State
that meets the standards specified in subsection
(O)2).

*(b) STANDARDS —

“*(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANT.—In order fora
State to receive an tnitial extension grant under
this section, the designated w agency of the
State shall—

““(A) provide the evidence daa'wed in section
102(d)(3); and :

*‘(B) demonstrate that the State has made sig-
nificant progress, and has carried out systems
change and advocacy activities that have re-
sulted in significant progress, toward the devel-
opment and tmplementation of a consumer-re-
sponsive com; statewide program of
technology-related assistance, consistent with
sections 2(b)X1), 101, and 102.

*'(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANT .~

**(A) RESPONSIBILITIES OF DESIGNATED LEAD
AGENCY.—In order for a State to recefve a sec-
ond extension grant under this section, the des-
ignated lead agency skall—.

**(i) provide the evidence and make the dem-
onstration described in paragraph (1);

‘(i) describe the steps the State has taken or
will take to continue on a permanent basis the
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-related assistance with
the ability to maintain, at a minimum, the out-
comes achieved by the syswms change and ad-
vocacy activities; and

‘‘(iii) identify future funding options and
commitments for the program from the public
and private sector and the key individuals,
agencies, and organizations to be involved in,
and to direct future efforts of, the program.

‘(B) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANCE—In
making any award to a State for a second ez-
tension grant, the Secretary shall (ercept as
provided in section 105(a)(2)(A)(iil)) make such
award contingent on a determination, based on
the onsite visit required wunder section
105(a)(2)(A)(ii), that the State is making signifi-
cant progress toward development and imple-
mentation of a consumer-responsive comprehen-
sive statewide program of technology-related as-
sistance. If the Secretary determines that the
State is not making such progress, the Secretary
may take an action described in section
105()(2), in accordance with the applicable pro-
cedures described in section 105.

‘“(c) AMOUNTS OF GRANTS.—

‘(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANTS.~—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—
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*(1) STATES.—From amounts appropriated
under section 106 for any fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall pay an amount that is not less than
$500,000 and not greater than $1,500,000 to each
State (other than a State descrided in clause
(fi)) that recetves an finitial ertension grant
under subsection (a)1).

(1) TERRITORIES.—From amounts appro-
priated under section 106 for any fiscal year, the
Secretary shall pay an amount that {s not great-
er than $150,000. to any of the following States
that receives an initial extemsion grant under
subsection (a)(1):

‘(I) The United States Virgin Islands.

*“(1I) Guam,

**(111) American Samoa.

*“(IV) The Commonwealth of the Northern
Martana Islands.

‘(V) The Republic ¢f Palau (until the Com-
pact of Pree Association takes effect).

‘(B) CALCULATION OF AMOUNT—TRe Sec-
retary shall calculate the amount descrided tn
clause (i) ov (it) of subparagraph (A} with re-
specttaaswteonthebas(:of—

‘(1) amounts available for making wam pur-
suant to subsection (a)(1);

‘“(1{) the papulation of the State;

" *(iif) the types of assistance to be provided in
the State; and

“‘(fv) the amount of resources committed by
the State and available to the State from other
sources.

“(C) PRIORITY FOR PREVIOUSLY PARTICIPATING
STATES.—Amounts appropriated in any fiscal
year for purposes of carrying out subsection
(a)(1) shall first be made available to States that
received assistance under this section during the
fiscal year preceding the fiscal year concerned.

“(D) INCREASES.—In providing any fncreases
in initial ertension grants under subsection
(a)(1) above the amounts provided to States
under tm:mtion!orﬂscalyear 1893, the Sec-
retary may give priority

(1) the States (other than the Stawc described
in subparagraph (A)({)) that kave the largest
populations, dased on the most recent census
data; and

‘“(if) the States (other than the States de-
scribed in subparagraph (AXii)) that are sparse-
ly populated, with a wide geographic spread,
where such characteristics have impeded the de-
velopment of a consumer-responsive, comprehen-
sive statewide program of technology-related as-
sistance.

'*(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANTS.—

“(A) AMOUNTS AND PRIORITY.~The amounts
of, and the priority of applicants for, the second
ertensior grants awarded under subsection
(a)(2) shall be determined by the Secretary, ex-
cept that—

**(i) the amount paid to a State for the fourth
year (if any) of the grant period shall be 75 per-
cent of the amount paid to the State for the
third year of the grant period;

“*(ii) the amount paid to a State for the fifth
year (if any) of the grant period shall be 50 per-
cent of the amount paid to the State for the
third year of the grant period; and

**(iii) after the fifth year of the grant period,
no Federal funds may be made available to the
State under this title.

“(B) INCREASES.~—In providing any increases
in second ertension grants under subsection
(a)(2) above the amounts provided to States
under this section for fiscal year 1993, the Sec-
retary may give prierity to States descridbed in
paragraph (1)(D).

*‘(d) APPLICATION.—A State that desires to re-
ceive an extension grant under this section shall
submit an application to the Secretary that con-
tains the following information and assurances
with respect to the consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program of technology-re-
lated assistance in the State:

**(1) INFORMATION AND ASSURANCES.—The in-
formation and assurances described in scction
102(e), except the preliminary needs assessment
described in section 102(e)(4).
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“(2) NERDX; PROBLEMS; STRATEGIES. OUT-
REACH.—
*(A) NEEDS.—A description of needs velating
related

underrepresented populations or rural popu-

lations) and their family members, guardions,

advocates, or suthorized representatives, ard

other appropriate individuals within the State.

© *(B) PrOBLEMS.—A description of any prob-
the development

*¢C) Snnmm—AWonol&cwow-
gies that the Stase will pursue during the grant
period to remedy the problems or gpaps with the
development and implementation of swck a pro-

gram.
‘(D) OOTREACH K.TIVITIK&-—A deacription of

*@) "ACTIVITIES AND PROGRESS UNDER PRE-

" VIOUS GRANT.—A description of—

*"(A) the specific systems change and advo-
cacy activities described in section JI(d) (in~
the activities described in section

cluding
1012(eX7)) carried eut under the development.

grant received by the Staie under section 102,
or, in the case of an application for & grant
under subsection (a)2), under an initial exten-
sion grant received by the State under this sec-

tion, including—

‘(i) a description of systems change and advo-
cacy activities that were undertaken to produce
change on a permanent basis for individuals
witk disabilities of all ages;

‘(ii) a description of activities undertaken to

‘tmprove the involvement of individuals with dis-

abilities in the program, including training and
technical assistance efforts to improve iadivid-
ual access to assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services as mandated under
other laws and regulations as in effect on the
date of the appucaaon and including actions
undertaken to improve the participation of
underrepresented populations and rural popu-

lationa, such as outreach efforts; and

‘“(1ii) an evaluation of the impact and results
of the activities described in elauses (i) ard (if);

*(B) the relationship of such systems change
and advocacy activities to the development and
implementation of a consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program of technology-re-
lated assistance; and

*(C) the progress made toward the develop-
ment and implementation of such a program.

*“(4) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT —

‘‘(A) REPORT.—In the case of an application
for a grant under subsection (a)(1), a report on
the hearing described in subsection (e)(1) or, in
the case of an application for a grant under
subsection (aj(2), a report on the hearing de-
scribed in subsection (e)(2).

‘“(B) OTHER STATE ACTIONS.—A description of
State actions, other than such a hearing, de-
signed to determine the degree of satisfaction of
individuals with disabilities, and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives, public service providers and pri-
vate service providers, educators and related
services providers, technology exrperts (including
engineers), employers, and other appropriate {n-
dividuals and entities with—

*“(i) the degree of their ongoing involvement in
the development and implementation of the
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-related assistance;

**(ii) the specific systems change and advocacy
activities described in section 101(b) (including
the activities described in section 102(eX7)) car-
ried out by the State under the development
grant or the initial extension grant;

**(iii) progress made toward the development
and {mplementation of a consumer-responsive
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comprehensive statewide program of technology-
related assistance; and

“(iv) the ability of the lead agency to cnrry
out the activities described tn section IR2(INI).
*(5) COMMENTS.—A summary of &Ry Com-
ments received concerning the issues described
in paragraph (4) and response of the State to
such comments, solicited through a public hecr-
fng referred to in paragrapk (4) or through
other means, from individuals affected by the
consumer-responsive comprekensive statewide
program of technology-reiated assistonce,
nctuding—

i

‘Yammummmmm

{horized . o e
repruentdm

“(B)Mﬂcm;nmmmm-
ice providers:

‘vwedmmmmmm

*(D) technology experts fincluding engineers):

**(E) employers; and

“(F) other appropriate mam m ents-
ties.

**(6) COMPATIBILITY AND ACCESSIRLITY OF
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT.— AR assurance that the
State, or ary recipient of funds made avatlable
to the State under section 102 of ikis section,
will comply with guidelines estadlished under
section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.S.C. 794d).

‘*(e) PUBLIC HEARING .—

**(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANT —To be elipidie
to receive a grant under subsection (aXl1), &
State shall Roid a public heartng tn the third
year of @ program carried out under o grant
made under section 102, after providing appro-
priate and sufficient notice to allow interested
groups and orpanizations and all segments of
the public an opportunity to comment on the
program.

*(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANT.—To be eligidle
to receive a grunt under subsection (a)(2), a
State shall hold a public kearing tn the second
year of a program carried out under g grant
made under subsection (a)(1). after providing
the notice described in paragrapk (1).*.

SEC. 104. PROGRESS CRITERIA AND REPORTS.

Section 104 (29 U.S.C. 2214} it amended to read
as follows: )

*SKC. 106. PROGRESS CRITERIA AND REPORTS.

“(a) GUIDELINES.—The Secretary shall de-
velop guidelines to be used in assessing the erx-
tent to which a State that received a grant
under section 102 or 103 s making sigrificant
progress in developing and ftmplementing a
consumer-responsive comprekensivg statewide
program of technol assistance con-
sistent with section 2(b)(1).

*(b) REPORTS.—Each State that receives a
grant under section 102 or 103 to carry out such
a program shall submit annually to the Sec-
retary a rveport that documents significant
progress in developing and implementing a
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-related assistance, con-
sistent with sections 2(bj(1), 101, and 102(e}, and
that documernts the following:

*‘(1) The progress the State has made, as de-
termined in the State’s annual assessment de-
scrided in section 102(e)(8) (consistent with the
guidelines established by the Secretary wnder
subsection (a)), in achieving the State‘s goals,
objectives, and outcomes as identified in the
State’s application as descrided in section
102(e)(6), and areas of need that requite atten-
tion in the nert year, including unanticipated
problems with the achievement of the goals, 0d-
féctives, and outcomes described in the applica-
tion, and the gctivities the State has undertaken
to rectify these problems.

**(2) The systems change and advocacy activi-
ties carried out by the State including—

‘“(4) an analysis of the laws, regulations,
policies, practices, procedures, and organiza-
tional structures that the State has changed,
has attempted to change, or will attempt to
change during the next year, to facilitate and
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increase timely access to, provision of, or fund-
Sochwelogy devices end

tng for, asvistive
assiztive $echnology servioes; and

‘*(B) a description of any written poticies and
rocedures that the Stete hus devetoped and tm-
plemented regarding access to, provision of, and

abilities who rTepresent @ yariety of mpes ond
mdmuuhﬂﬂaﬁ.m

wmmojmmwn
ghe program, tncluding satisfaction &y
mmmmmwm~

‘Yf;mmto mWnnacsweaum

sumers

Y8) EYyorts to reduce Che service detivery time
for veceiving assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services

AP Bignificant progress in the provision of
protection and advocacy services, tn each of the
areas described in section HWONN(H{ AXHY.

‘BEC. 108. AQMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

{a) REVIEW OF PARTICIPATING STATES.—Sec-
tion 105(a) (29 U.S.C. 2215(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1) by inserting before the
period the following. " conrsistent with the
guidelines established under section 104(a)"’

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting the
following

(2) ONSITE VISITS.—
(A) VIsiTS —

(i) DEVELOPMENT GRANT PROGRAM.—The
Secretary shall conduct an onsite visit during
the final year of each State's participation in
the development grant program

*'(ti) EXTENSION GRANT PROGRAM —Except as
provided in clause (ifi), the Secretary shall con-
duct an additional onsite visit to any State that
applies for a second ertension grant under sec-
tion 103(a)(2) and whose initial onsite visit oc-
curred prior to the date of the enactment of the
Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals
With Disabilities Act Amendments of 1994 The
Secretary shall conduct any such wvisit to the
State not later than 12 months after the date on
which the Secretary awards the second exten-
sion grant.

*(iti) DETERMINATION —The Secretary shall
not be required to cornduct a vistt described tn
clause (ii) if the Secretary determines that the
visit is not necessary to assess whether the State
is making significant progress toward develop-
ment and implementation of a consumer-respon-
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sive comprehensive statewide program of tech-

“(B) TRam —Twosthirds of the onsite mon-
mmnmammumw
veviewers, who—

“Yi) shall not be $sad apency pervonnd:

“Xti) shall be from States other &cnﬁem

being moniteved; and
“‘(itl) shall tnctude an individua! with a dis-

weceived for thelr serwioss ag officers or smploy-
ans of the United Sutes, dut may e atiowed
trawel ezpenses, dnoiuding por diem in fiew of

*‘(ti OTHER MEMBERS —iMembers of any onsite
monitoring team who ere not afficers or fuli-
time ompiloyoes af the Unitad States shall receive
compensation at & sole wot Lo excied the daily
oguivalent of the vale af pay for devel IV of the
Executive Schedule under section 5215 of titie 5,
Usited States Code, for each day tinciuding
dnaveltime) during eshick such members are en-

gaged tn the actual pevfermance of ¢heir duties Progress

&8 members of an oasiie menitoring team. tn ad-
dition, such members may de aliowed traval ex-
enges, inoluding per diem iun lew of subsistence,
as authorized by section 5703 of title S, {wited
Sates Code, Jor individuale in the Government
service

employed intermittently . IR
‘YD) REPGRT —The Secretary shall prepare a.

report-of findiuge from the sugite vigit. The Sec-
retary shall consider the findings in determining
whether Lo continue funding ¢he propram either

wiuoruaoutchawa The acport shall be

_ {€) by tnserting afler paragraph L) the follow-
ng

“(3) .ADVANCE PLBLIC NOTICE—The Secretary
shall provide advance public notice of the onsite
visit and selicit public comment through such
notice from individuals with disabilities and
their family members, guardians, advooates, and
autherized representatives, public service pro-
viders and private seyvice providers, educators
and related services personnel, technology ez-
perts (including engineers), employers, and
other appropriate individuals and entities, re-
garding the State program funded through a
grant made under section 102 or 103 The public
comment solicitation notice shall be included in
the onsite visit report described in paragraph
(2)." and )

(5) in paragraph (4) (as redesignated in para-
graph (3)) by striking “statewide program™ and
inserting ‘‘consumer-responsive comprehensive
statewide program’’

(b) CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN.—Section 105(b)
{28 U.S.C 2215(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

{A) in the heading, by striking *‘PENALTIES"
and inserting “*CORRECTIVE ACTIONS™,

{B) in the matter preceding subparagraph (4).
by striking “‘penalties” and inserting “‘correc-
tive actions”’,

{C) by striking *‘or*” nt the end of subpara-
graph (B):

(D) by striking the period at the end of subd-
paragraph (C) and inserting *; or”; and

{E) by adding at the end the following:

(D) required redesignation of the lead agen-
cy, in accordance with subsection (c).”; and

(2) in paragraph (3). by striking “subsection
{a)(4)* and inserting *‘subsection {a)(5)"

{c} REDESIGNATION —Section 105 {29 US.C.
2215) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection {c); and

816518

mbymammmm

*YC) REDESION ATION OF LEAD ACENCY.—

‘YY) MONITORING PANEL.—

“YA) ArromnTeENT —Once ¢ Bate decomes
sdject to a corvective action plon pursuont to
swbsection (), the Governor of the State, subject
to approval by the Becretary, sholl appoint,
within 30 days after the submission of the plan
¢o the Becretary, a monitoring pand consieting
of the

foliewing vepresentatives:

wmmquumm
Oy the Governor,
"(li:wmmmwm
private sonprofit -evganisations $hat vepresent
Che tntevests of tndividuals with dieabilities.
"*Yit) 2 consumerz who are users of assiotive
technolegy devioes and assistive - m
servioes end who are wot— -

“Y1) mombers of the adsisery councll, U;:

*(D) MEETINGS.—The meeting* of the pand %0
determine compliance sholl e open ¢o She pubdlic
(sudject S0 confidentiatity cencerns) and held ot
Jooations ehat wecmible amm
disabilities. .

) Pauoo.—-ﬂuepmdM onrvy out the
duties of the panel for tke entire period of the
oorvective action plan, as determined $y the Sec-
retary.

X F) FONDING —The panel shall be funded by
a gportion of ¢the funds voceived by Che State
smder his title, az directed 8y the Secretary

‘Y2) FAaHURE 1O APPOINT MONITORING
PANEL—~A fallture by a Governor of & State o
comply with the vequivernents of paragraph 1)
shall result in the terminalion of funding Iovm
State under this title

Q) DETERMINATION ~

YA) PAREL —Based on its findings, & moun:
itoring paned may determine thot a lead apency
designated by a Governor has not acoomplisked
the purposes described én section 20) 1) and
that there {8 good cause Jor redesignation of tke
agency and the temporary loss of funds by ti.e
State under this title

(B} GOOD CAUSE—In this paragraph, tie
term ‘pood cause includes—

‘(i) lack of progress wtth employment ¢}
qualified staff,

“Y#i) lack of consumer-responsive activities,

‘(iii) lack of resource allocation to systems
change and advocacy activities;

‘(tv) lack of progress witk meeting the assur
ances in section 102(ej, or

‘(v) inadequate fizcal management.

YC) RECOMMENDATION AND ACTION—If a
monitoring panel makes such a determination
the panel shall recommend to the Secretary that
further remedial action be taken or that the Sec-
retary order the Governor %o vredesignate the
lead agency within %0 days or lose funds under
this title. The Secretary, based on the findings
and recommendations of the monitoring panel ¢
and after providing ¢to the public notice and an
opportunity for comment, shall make a final de
termination regarding whether to order ¢the Gov
ernor to redesignate the lead agency The Gov
ernor shall make any such redesignation in ac
rordance with the requirements that apply to
designations under section 102(d).

**(d) CHANGE OF PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY
SERVICES PROVIDER . —
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*‘(1) DETERMINATION.—The Governor of a
State, based on input from individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members, guardians,
advocates, or authorized representatives, may
determine that the entity providing protection
and advocacy services required by section
102(e)(20) (veferred to in this subsection as the
‘first entity’) has not met the protection and ad-
vocacy service needs of the individuals with dis-
abdilities and their family members, guardians,
advocates, or authorized representatives, for se-
curing funding for and access to assistive tech-.
nology devices and assistive technology services,
and that there is good cause to provide the pro-
tection andl advocacy services for the State
through a contract with a second entity.

*(2) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD —
On making such a determination, the Governor
may rot enter into a contract with a second en-
tity to provide the protection and advocacy
services unless good cause erists and unless—

(A} the Governor has given the first entity 30
days notice of the intention to enter into such
contract, including specification of the good
cause, and an opportunity to respond to the as-
gertion that good cause has been shown,

*(B) individuals with disabdilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, or au-
thorized representatives, have timely notice of
the determination and opportunity for public
comment; and

*(C) the first entity has the opportunity to
appeal the determination to the Secretary with-
in 30 days of the determination on the basis that
there i{s not good cause to enter into the con-
tract

‘'(3) REDESIGNATION.—

*“(A) IN GENERAL.—When the Governor of a

State determines that there is good cause to.

enter into a contract with a second entity to
provide the protection and advocacy services,
the Governor shall hold an open competition
within the State and issue a request for propos-
als by entities desiring to provide the services.

*(B) TIMING—The Governor shall not issue
such reguest until the first entity has deen given
notice and an opportunity to respond. If the
[irst entity appeals the determination to the Sec-
retary in accordance with paragraph (2XC). the
Governor shall issue such regquest only if the
Secretary decides not to overturn the determing-
tion of the Governor The Governor skall issue
such request within 30 days after the end of the
period during which the first entity has the op-
portunity to respond, or after the decision of the
Secretary. as apprepriate.

“(C) PROCEDURE —Such -competition shail be
open lo entities with the same erpertise and
ability to provide legal services as a system re-
fetred to in section 102(ej(20). The competition
shall ensure public involvement, including a
public hearing and adequate opportunity for
public comment.

“‘(e) ANNUAL REPORT —

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 31
of each year, the Secretary shall prepare. and
submit to the President and to the Congress. a
report on Federal initiatives, including the ini-
tiatives funded under this Act, to improve the
access of individuals with disabilities to assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services

“(2) CONTENTS.—Such report shall inciude in-
formation on“

*“(A) the demonstrated successes of such Fed-
eral initiatives at the Federal and State levels in
improving interagency coordination, streamlin-
ing access to funding for assistive technology,
and producing beneficial outcomes for users of
assistive technology.

“(B) the demonstration activities carried out
through the Federal initiatives to—

(i) promote access to such funding in public
programs that were in existence on the date of
the initiation of the demonstration activities;
and

**(11) establish additional options for obtaining
such funding;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

" "(C) the education and training activities car-
ried out through the Federal initiatives to pro-
mote such access in public programs and the
health care system and tRe efforts carried out
through such activities to train professionals in
a variety of relevant disciplines, and increase
the competencies of the professionals with re-
spect to technology-related assistance;

‘(D) the education and training activities car-

ried out through the Federal initiatives to train .

individuals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives, individuals who work. for public
agencies, or for private entities (including insur-
ers), that have conmtact with individuals with
disabilities, educators and reiated services per-
sonnel, technology ezxperts (including enpi-
neers), employers, and other appropriate indi-
viduals, about technology-related assistanrce;
*(E) the education and training activities car-
ried out through Federal f{nitiatives to promote
awareness of available funding in public pro-

grams,
" '(F) the research activities carried out

- through the Federal initiatives to improve un-

derstanding of the costs and benefits of access to

assistive technology for individuals with disabil--

fties Who represent a variety of ages and types
of disabilities;

**(G) the program outreach activities to rural
and inner-city areas that are carried "out
through the Federal initiatives;

*‘(H) the activities carried out through the
Federal initiatives that are targeted to reach
underrepresented populations and rural popu-
lations, and

*(1) the consumer involvement activities in the
programs carried out under this Act. 3

**(3) AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
DEVICES AND ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SERVICES.—
As soon as practicable, the Secretary shall in-
clude in the annual report required by this sub-
section information on the availability of
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services. When a national classification
system for -assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services is developed pursu-
ant to section 201, the Secvetary shall report
such information in a manner consistent with
such national classification system.

“(f) INTERAGENCY DISABILITY COORDINATING
COUNCIL.—

“(1) CONTENTS.—On or before October 1 1995

-the Interagency Disability Coordinating Council

established under section 507 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.S-C 794c) shall prepare
and submit to the President and to the Congress
a report containing—

‘(A) the response of the Interagency Disabil-
ity Coordinating Council to—

‘(i) the findings of the National Council on
Disability resulting from the study entitled
‘Study on the Financing of Assistive Technology
Devices and Services for Individuals with Dis-
abilities, carried out in accordance with section
201 of this Act, as in effect on the day before the
date of the enactment of this subsection, and

“‘(ii) the recommendations of the National
Council on Disability for legislative and admin-
istrative change, resulting from such study, and

*‘(B) information on any other activities of the
Interagency Disability Coordinating Council
that facilitate the accomplishment of section
2(b)(1) with respect to the Federal Government.

**(2) COMMENTS.—The report shall include any
comments submitted by the National Council on
Disability as to the appropriateness of the re-
sponse described in paragraph (1)(A) and the ef-
fectiveness of the activities described in para-
graph (I1)(B) in meeting the needs of individuals
with disabilities for assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services.

““(g) EFFECT ON OTHER ASSISTANCE.—This title
may not be construed as authorizing a Federal
or a State agency to reduce medical or other as-
sistance available or to alter eligibility under
any other Federal law.”’
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SEC. 108. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
Section 106 (29 U.S.C. 2216) is amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 106. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONE.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry
out this title $50,000,000 for fiscal year 1994, and
such sums as may be necessary for each of the
fiscal years 1995 through 1998. .

*‘(d) RESERVATIONS.—

*(1) PROVISION OF INFORMATION AND .TECH-
NICAL ASSISTANCE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL—Of the !und: appmptiated' )
for any fiscal year under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall reserve at least 2 perceni or
81,500,000, whichever iz greater, of such funds,
for the purpose of providing tnformation and
technical assistance as descrided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) to States, individuals with
disabilities and their family members, guard-
ians, advocates, or authorized representatives,
community-based organtizations, and protection
and advocacy agencies. .

‘“(B) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO STATR:—I’I
providing such informatiorn and technical assist-
ance to States, the Secretary shall consider the
input of the directors of consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance, shall provide a clear-
tnghouse for activities that have been developed
and implemented through programs funded
under this title, and shall provide information
and technical assistance that—

*‘(1) facilitate service delivery capacity build-
fng, training of personnel from a variety of dis-

ciplines, and improvement of evaluation strate-
gies, research, and data collection,

*‘(ii) foster the development and replication of
effective approaches to information referral,
interagency coordination of training and service -
delivery, outreach to underrepresented popu-
lations and rural populations, and public
awareness activities,

‘(i#i) improve the awareness and adopaon of
successful approaches to increasing the avail-
ability of public and private funding for and ac-
cess to the provision of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services by appro-
priate State agencies,

‘(iv) assist in planning, developing imple-
menting, and evaluating appropriate activities
to further extend consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide programs of technology-re-
lated assistance,

“(v) promote effective approaches to the de-
velopment of consumer-controlled systems that
increase access to, funding for and awareness
of, assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services,

‘(vi) provide technical assistance and train-
ing to the entities carrying out activities funded
pursuant to this title, to establish or participate
in electronic communication activities wilh
other States; and

*‘(vii) provide any other appropriate informa-
tion and technical assistance to assist the States
in accomplishing the purposes of this Act

*“(C) INFORMATION AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
TO INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND OTHER
PERSONS.—The Secretary shall provide informa-
tion and technical assistance to individuals
with disabilities and their family members,
guardians, advocates, or authorized representa-
tives, community-based organizations, and pro-
tection and advocacy agencies, on a nationwide
basis, to—

‘(i) disseminate information about, and foster
awareness and understanding of, Federal,
State, and local laws, regulations, policies,
practices, procedures, and organizational struc-
tures, that facilitate, and overcome barriers to,
Junding for, and access to, assistive technology
devices and assistive techinology services, to pro-
mote fuller independence, productivity, and in-
clusion for individuals with disabilities of all
ages;

“(ii) identijy, collect, and disseminate infor-
mation, and provide technical assistance, on ef-
fective systems change and advocacy activities,
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"(ii) tmprove the understanding and use of
assistive technology Junding decisions madeas a

result of policles, practices, and procedures, or.

through regulations, administrative hearings, or
legal actions, that enhanoe access L0 funding for
assistive technalogy devices and assistive tech-
nology services for individuals with disabilities;

“(iv) promote effective approaches Lo Federal-
State coordination of programs for tudividuals
with disabilities, through information dissemi-
nation and technical assistance activities in re-
sponse to Junding policy issues identified on a
nationwide basis by orpaatzaﬁm and individ-

nology services jor individuals with dtnabiuua
of all apes; and

*(v) promote effective approaches to the de-
velopment of consumer-coutrolied systems that
increase access to, fuading for, and awareness
o/, assistive teohnology devices and assistive
technology services, including the identification
and description of mechanisms and means that
successfully support self-help and peer
men.tov:bza oroups jJor $ndividuals with disabil-

“rD) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall co-
ordinate the information and technical assist-
ance activities carried out under subparagraph
{B) or {C) with other activities Junded under
this Act.

“YE) GRANTS, COKTRACTS, OR COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENTS.— )

‘) IN GENEZRAL.—The Secretary shall provide
the technical assistance and Information de-
scribed tn subpavagraphs (B) and {C) through
grants, contracts, or cooperative apgreements
with pudlic or private agencies and organiza-
tions, including institutions of higher edu-
cation, with documented erperience, expertise,

and capacity to carry out identified activities

related to the provision of such technical assist-
ance and Information.

*“{i}) ENTITIES WITH EXPERTISE IN ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY SERVICE DELIVERY, INTERAGENCY
COORDINATION, AND SYSTEMS CHANGE AND ADVO-
CACY ACTIVITIES.—For the purpose of achieving
the objectives described in paragraph (I1XB), the
Secretary shall reserve not less than 45 percent
and not more than 55 percent of the funds re-
served under subparagraph {A) jor each fiscal
year for grants to, or contracts or cooperative
agreements with, public or private. agencies or
orpanizations with documented erperience with
and expertise in assistive techuslogy service de-
livery, interagency coordination, and systems
change and advocacy activities.

“‘(iii) ENTITIES WITH EXPERTISE IN ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS CHANGE AND ADVOCACY
ACTIVITIES, PUBLIC FUNDING OPTIONS, AND
OTHER SERVICES.— For the purpose of achieving
the objectives described in paragraph (1XC), the
Secretary shall reserve not less than 45 percent
and not more than 55 percent of the funds re-
served under subparagraph (A) for each fiscal
year for grants to, or contracts or cooperative
agreements with, public or private agencies or
organizations with documented erperience with
and erpertise in—

(1) assistive technology systems change and
advocacy activities;

“(1I) public funding options. and

“(I1l) services to increase mnafionwide the
arailability of funding for assistive techrnology
devices and assistive technology services.

“‘{iv) APPLICATION.~——The Secretary shall make
any grants, and enter into any contracts or co-
operative agreements, under this subsection on a
competitive basis. To be eligible to receive funds
under this subsection an agency, organization,
or institution shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information, as the Secretary
may reguire.

**(2) ONSITE VISITS.—The Secretary may Te-
serve, from amounts appropriated for any fiscal
year under subsection (a), such sums as the Sec-
retary considers to be necessary for the purposes
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%;onducdnamuduanquhedby section
m:u.'a;rmu&
Section 107 (20 U.S.C. 2217) {3 repealed.
TYTLE B—-PROGRAMS OF NATIONAL
SIGNIFICANCE :

SEC. 301. NATIONAL CLASSIFICATYON STSTEM.

Title I (290 UB.C. 2231, et veq.) {3 amended by
mmgmammwmfomm
WA—NMWM
*SEC. 301. CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.

‘() SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT .~

**(1) IN GENERAL.—In fiscal year 1985, the Sec-
retary shall initiate a system development
project, based on a plan developed in consulta-
tion and coordination with other appropriate
Federal and State qgencies, to develop a na-
tional classification system for assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive tecknology services.
with the poal of obtaining uniform data through
such a system om such devices and services
across pubdlic programs asd information and re-
Jerral networks. :

**(2) PROJECT PLAN.—

*‘(A) REPRESENTATIVES.—In develop!na a plan
for the zystem development project, the Sec-
retary shall consult with, and coordinate activi-
ties with—

‘(i) representatives of Federal agencies, $n-
cltuding apencies that are headed by members of
the Interagency Disability Coordinating Council
estoblished wunder section SO7 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794c). and

“(it) as determined by the Secretary, rep-
vesentatives of State agencies and other appro-
priate orpanizations that have responsidility for

dmmqmmmmwmm
provision of techwnical assistance o JState
assistive technology projects wnder section
106(d), assistive technology veimbursement spe-
clalists, vepresentatives of the State assistive
technology projects, and representatives of orga-
nizations invotved tn information and referral

activities.

‘(B) IsSUES.—The Secretary shall oconduct
such consultation, and suck coordination of ac-
tivities, with respect to the following:

‘(i) The costs and benefits, on an agency-dy-
agency basis, of obtaining uniform data through
a national classification system for assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services across public programs and fnformation
and referral networks.

‘'(ii) The types of data that should be col-
lected, including data regarding funding. across
a range of programs, tncluding the programs
listed in subsection (c)(2). as appropriate.

“(iii) A methodology for developing a single
taronomy and nomenclature jor dboth assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services across a range of programs, including
the programs listed tn subsection (c)(2). as ap-
propriate.

*(tiv) The process for developing an appro-
priate data collection instrument or instruments.

“(v) A methodology for collecting data across
a range of programs, including the programs
listed in subsection (c)(2). as appropriate.

“‘(vi) The use of a national classificution sys-
tem by the Internal Revenue Service and State
Jinance agencies to determine whether devices
and services are assistive technology deviges or
assistive technology services for the purpose of
determining whether a deduction or credit is al-
lowabie under the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 or State tox law.

‘(37 CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.—The Secretary may carry out this sec-
tion directly, or, if necessary, by entering into
contracts or cooperative agreements with appro-
priate entities.
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*(b) SINGLE TAXONOMY —in conducting the

“assistive technology devices and asgistive tech-

nolegy services. )

*(c) DATA COLLECTION IXSTRUMENT —in con-
ducting the system development projoct, the Sec-
vetary shall develop a data collection instrument
to—

*(l) collect data vegarding funding for
assistive tachuology devices and assistive dech-
nology services; and

'wmmmmmrm
tnoluding, at o sinimum—

*'(A) programs carried ot under title {, VI, o
VIIochRcWMaMdMJ{ZOUM
720 et seq., 795 et 2eq., or 796 et 90gJ;

Act (20 U.S.C. 1411 et 90g. or 1471 et seq);

“4C) programs carried out under title ¥V or
X1X of the Social Security Act (42 U.SC. R0l et
2¢6q. or 1396 et seq J;

‘(D) programs carried out under the QOlder
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3001 et 3eq.);
and :

‘(E) programs carried out under the Devel-
opmental Disgbilities Assistance and Bill ef
Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6000 et s0g J.

*4{d) CONSULTATION —The Secretary shall oon-
duct the system development projoct in consulta-
tion with the Federal agencies that svere oom-
sulted in developing ¢he project plas.

(e} REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE CON-
GRESS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF UNIFORM DATA
COLLECTION SYSTEM.—Not later tham Jaudy 1,
1997, the Secretary shall prepare and submit to
the President and the appropriate commitiees of
Conmmareponcontahmg——

(1) the results of the uman development
project; and

‘€2) the mdaum ©f the Secretary
concerning implementation of a sational classi-
ﬂmaon ‘system, including uniform data colieo-

'Yj) RESERVATION.—From the amounts appro-
priated under subtitie C Jor fiscal year 1995, the
Secretary shall reserve up to $200000 to carry
SEC. 802. TRAINING AND DEMONSTRATION

PROJECTS. : -

Tite 11 (29 USLC. 2231 et seq.) is amended
repealing parts B, C, and D and inserting
Jollowing:

“Subtitle B—Training ond Demanstration

Projects

by
the

K

“SEC. £11. TRAINING.

*‘(a) TECHNOLOGY TRAINING.—

*(1) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary
shall make grants to, or enter into contracts or
cooperative agreements with, appropriate public
or private agencies and organizations, including
institutions of higher education and community-
based organizations, for the purposes of—

‘“(A) conducting training sessions;

“(B) developing. demonstrating, disseminat-
ing. and evaluating curricula, materials, and
methods used to train individuals regarding the
provision of technology-related assistance, to
enhance opportunities for independence, pro-
ductivity. and {nclusion of. individuals with dis-
abilities; and

“(C) providing training to develop awareness,
skills, and competencies of service providers,
consumers, and volunteers, who arte located in
rural areas, to increase the availability of tech-
nology-related assistance {n community-based
settings for rural residents who are individuals
with disabilities.

*(2) FELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—Activities con-
ducted under grants, contracts, or cooperative
agreements described in paragraph (1) may ad-
dress the training needs of individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members, guardians,
advocates, and authorized representatives, indi-
viduals who work for public agencies, or for pri-
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vate entities (including insurers), that have con-
tact with individuals with disadilities, educators
and related services personnel, technology ex-
perts  (including engineers), employers, and
other appropriate individuals.

*'(3) USES OF FUNDS.—An agency or organiza-
tion that receives a grant or enters into a con-
tract or cooperative agreement under paragraph
(1) may use amounts made available through
the grant, contract, or agreement (o—

‘“{A) pay for a portion of the cost of courses
of training or study related to technology-relat-
ed assistance; and

‘*(B) establish and maintain scholarships re-
lated to such courses of training or study, with
such stipends and allowances as the Secretary
may determine to be appropriate. .

“‘(4) APPLICATION.—

*‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To be euolble to receive a
grant or enter into a -contract or cooperative
agreement under paragraph (1), an agency or
organization shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and
containing suck information as the Secretary
may require. °

‘“(B) STRATEGIES.—At a minimum, any tuch
application shall include a detailed description
of the strategies that the agency vr organization
will use to recruit and train persons to provide
technology-related assistance, in order to—

*(1) increase the extent to which such persons
reflect the diverse populations of the United
States; and

‘(i) increase the nwnber of individuals with
disabilities, and individuals who are members of
minority groups, who are available to provide
such assistance.

*(5) PRIORITIES.— ;

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning in fiscal year
1994, the Secretary shall—

‘() establish priorities for activities carried
out with assistance under this subsection; -

*“(it) publish such priorities in the Federal
Regitster for the purpose of reoeiviny public com-
ment; and

““(tii) pudblish such priorities in the Federal
Register in final form not later than the date on
which the Secretary publishes announcements
for assistance provided under this subsection.

**(B) EXPLANATION OF DETERMINATION OF PRI-
ORITIES.—Concurrent with the publications re-
quired by subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall
publish in the Federal Register an exrplanation
of the manner in which the priorities were deter-
mined.

**(d) TECHNOLOGY CAREERS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—

“(A) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall make
grants to assist public or private agencies and
organizations, including institutions of higher
education, to prepare students and faculty
working in specific fields for careers relating to
the provision of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services.

*“(B) FIELDS.—The specific fields described in
subparagraph (A) may include—

‘(1) engineering,

““tii) industrial technology;

““(iii) computer science;

‘‘(iv) communication disorders;

'*(v) special education and related services; °

‘‘(vi) rehabilitation; and

*‘(vii) social work.

*“(2) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall give priority
tv the interdisciplinary preparation of personnel
who provide or who will provide technical as-
sistance, who administer programs, or who pre-
pare other personnel, in order to—

‘‘(A) support the development and implemen-
tation of consumer-responsive comprehensive
s‘atewide programs of technology-related assist-
ance to individuals with disabilities; and

"“(B) enhance the skills and competencies of
iridividuals involved in the provision of tech-
nulogy-related assistance, including assistive
t~chnology devices oand assistive technology
s_rvices, to individuals with disabilities.
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‘“(3) USES OF FUNDS.—An agency or orgasiza-
tion that receives a grant under pavagraph (1)
may use amounts made available through the
grant to—

*"(A) pay for a portion of the cost of courses
of training or study related to technology-relat-
ed assistance; and

*(B) establish and maintain scholarships re-
lated to such courses of training or study, with
such stipends and allowances as the Secretary
may determine to be appropriate.

*“(4) APPLICATION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.~To be eligible to receive a
grant under this section, an agency or orpaniza-
tion shall submit an application to the Secretary
at such time, in such manner, and containing
such information as the Secretary may require.

‘“(B) STRATEGIES.—At a minimum, any such
application shall include a detatled description
of the strategies that the agency or organization
will use to recruit and train persons to provide
technology-related assistance, in order to—

‘(1) increase the extent to whick suh persons
reflect the diverse populations of the United
States; and

“(il) increase the number of individuals with
disabilities, and individuals who are members of
minority groups, who are available to provide
such assistance.

*(c) GRANTS TO HISTORICALLY BLACK COL-
LEGES.—In exercising the authority granted in
subsections (a) and (), the Secretary shall re-
serve an adeguate amount for grants to Ristori-
cally black colleges and universities and other
institutions of Righer education whose minority
student enrollment is at least 50 percent.

“SEC. 212. TECANOLOGY TRANSFER. :

““The Secretary shall enter into an agreement
with an organization whose primary function i
to promote technology transfer from, and co-
operation among, Federal laboratories (as de-
fined in section 4(6) of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 US.C.
3703(6))), under which funds shall de provided
to promote technology transfer that will spur
the development of assistive technology devices.
“SEC. 213. DEVICR AND EQUIPMENT REDISTRIBU-

TION INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND
RECYCLING CENTERS. .

*(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make
grants to, or enter into contracts or cooperative
agreements with, public agencies, private enti-
ties, or institutions of higher education for the
purpose of developing and establishing recycling
projects.

“(b) PROJECT ACTIVITIES—Such recycling
profects may include—

‘(1) a system for accepting, on an uncondi-
tional gift basis, assistive technology devices, in-
cluding a process for valuing the devices and
evaluating their use and potential;

““(2) a system for storing and caring for such
devices;

*‘(3) an information system (including com- -

puter databases) by which local educational
agencies, rehabilitation entities, local commu-
nity-based organizations, independent living
centers, and other entities, would be informed,
on a periodic and timely basis, about the avail-
ability and nature of the devices currently held;
and

*‘(4) a system that makes such devices avail-
able to consumers and the entities listed in
paragraph (3), and provides for tracking each
device throughout the useful life of the device.

“‘(c) MULTIPLE PROVIDERS —

(1) IN GENERAL~—With respect to activities
funded under this section, an agency, entity, or
institution may utilize a single service provider
or may establish a system of service providers.

'(2) ASSURANCES.—If an agency, entity, of in-
stitution uses multiple providers, the agency,
entity, or institution shall assure that—

*‘(A) all consumers within a State will receive
equal access to services, regardless of the geo-
graphic location or socioeconomic status of the
consumers; and
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‘“(B) all activities of the providers will de co-
ordinated and monitored by theaocncy entity,
or institution. -

‘(d) OTHER LaWs.—Nothing tn this section

shall affect the provision of services or devices

- pursuant to title I of the Rehabilitation Act of

1973 (29 U.S.C. 720 et seq.) or part B of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1411 et 3¢eq.).
© *(e) EXISTING PROGRAMS—Public agencies,
private entities, or institutions of higher edu-
cation that have established recycling programs
prior to receiving assistance under this section
may use funds made available under this section
to erxtend and strengthen: such progmm:
through grants, contracts, or agreements under
this section.
“SEC. 214. BUSINESS orromwnm FOR INDI-
VIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.
““The Secretary may make grants to indtvid-
uals with disabilities to enabdle the individuals
to establish or operate commercial or other en-
terprises that develop or market assistive tech-
nology devices or assistive technology services.
“SEC. 215. PRODUCTS OF UNIVERSAL DESIGN.
““The Secretary may make grants to commer-
cial or other enterprises and institutions of
Righer education for the research and develop-
ment of products of universal desigrn. In award-
ing such grants, the Secretary shall give pref-
erence o enterprises that are owned or operated
dy individuals with disabilities.
“SEC. 218 oovnmua STANDARDS FOR ACTIVI-

‘‘Persons aud entities that carry out activities
pursuant to this subtitie shall—

‘“(1) be held to the same consumer-responsive
standards as the persons and entities carrying
out programs under title I,

**(2) make available to individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members, guardians,
advocates, and authorized representatives infor- - .
mation concerning technology-related assistance
in a form that will allow such individuals with
disabilities to effectively use such information;

“(3) in preparing such information for dis-
semination, consider the media-related needs of
individuals with_disabilities who have sensory
and cognitive limitations and consider the use of
auditory materials, including audio cassettes,
visual materials, including video cassettes and
video discs, and braille materials; and

() coordinate their efforts with the
consumer-responsive comprehensive statewide
program of technology-related assistance for in-
dividuals with disabilities in any State in which
the activities are carried out.

‘“Subtitle C—Authorization of Appropriations

- “SEC. 221. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“‘There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this title $10,000,000 for fiscal year
1994, and such sums as may be necessary for
each of the fiscal years 1995 through 1998."".

TITLE HI-ALTERNATIVE FINANCING
MECHANISMS
SEC. 301. ALTERNATIVE FINANCING MECHANISMS
AUTHORIZED,

The Act (29 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“TITLE III—ALTERNATIVE FINANCING

MECHANISMS
“SEC. 301. GENERAL AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE AL-
TERNATIVE FINANCING MECHA-
NISMS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.~—The Secretary shall award
grants to States to pay for the Federal share of
the cost of the establishment and administration
ofsor the erpansion and administration of, al-
ternative financing mechanisms (referred to in-
dividually in this title as an ‘alternative financ-
ing mechanism’) to allow individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members, guardians,
and authorized representatives to purchase
assistive technology devices and assistive tech-
nology services.

““(b) MECHANISMS.—The alternative financing
mechanisms may include—
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(1) a low-interest loan fund;

‘‘(2) a revolving fund;

**(3) a loan insurance program,

*‘(4) a partnership with private entities for the
purchase, lease, or other acquisition of assistive
technology devices or the provision of assistive
technology services; and

*(5) other alternative financing mechanisms
that meet the requirements of this Act and are
approved by the Secretary.

““(c) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed as affecting the authority of
a State to establish alternative financing mecha-
nisms under title 1.

“SEC, 302, APPLICATIONS AND PROCEDURKS.

‘(a) ELIGIBILITY,—States that receive or have
received grants under section 102 or 103 shall de
eligible to compete for grants under section J01.

‘(d) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall
make grants under section 301 under such con-
ditions as the Secretary shall, by regulation, de-
termine, except that—

‘(1) a State may recefve only I grant under
section 301 and may only receive such g grant
Jor 1 year under this title;

‘(2) a State that desires to receive a grant
under section 30! shall submit an application to
the Secretary. at such time and fn such manner
as the Secretary may require, containing—

*(A) an assurance that the State will provide.
at least 50 percent of the tost descrided in sec-
tion 30I(a), as set forth in section 304, for the
purpose of supporting the alternative financing
mechanisms that are covered by the grant;

‘(B) an assurance that an alternative financ-
tng mechanism will oontmue on @ permanent
basis; and

‘YAC) a description olthc degree to which the
alternative financing mechanisms to de funded
under section 301 will expand and emphasize
consumer choice and control;

‘(3) a State that receives a grant under sec-
tion 301—

‘(A) shall enter into a contract, with a com-
munity-based organization (or a consortia of
such organizations) that has individuals with
disabilities tnvolved at all organizational levels,
for the administration of the alternative financ-
fng mechanisms that are supported under sec-
tion 301; and

*(B) shall require that such community-based
organization enter into a contract, for the pur-
pose of expanding opportunities under section
301 and facilitating the administration of the al-
ternative financing mechanisms, with—

**(1) commercial lending institutions or organi-
zations; or &

‘“(1i) State financing agencies; and

‘‘(4) a contract between a State that receives
a grant under section 301 and a community-
based organization described in paragraph (3)—

‘*(A) shall include a provision regarding the
administration of the Federal and the non-Fed-
eral shares in a manner consistent with the pro-
visions of this title; and

*(B) shall include any provision required by
the Secretary dealing with oversight and eval-
uation as may be necessary to protect the finan-
cial interests of the United States.

“SEC. 303. GRANT ADMINISTRATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.

A State that receives a grant under section
301, together with any community-based organi-
zation that enters into a contract with the State
to administer an alternative financing mecha-
nism that is supported under section 301, shall
develop and submit to the Secretary, pursuant
to a timeline that the Secretary may establish
or, if the Secretary does not establish a timeline,
within the 12-month period beginning on the
date that the State receives the grant, the fol-
lowing policies or procedures for administration
of the mechanism:

‘“(1) A procedure to review and process in a
timely fashion requests for financial assistance
for both immediate and potential technology
needs, including consideration of methods to re-
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duce: paperwork and duplication of effort, par-
ticularly relating to need, eligidility, and deter-
mination of the specific device or service to be
provided.

*‘(2) A policy and procedure to assure that ac-
cess to the altermative financing mechanism
shall be given to consumers regdrdless of type of
disability, age, location of residence in the
State, or type of assistive tecAnology device or
assistive technology service requested and shall
be made availadle to applicants of all income
levels.

*(3) A procedure to assure Corsumer-con-
trolled oversight.
mumm

‘(a) FEDERAL SHARE—The Federal share of
the costs described in section JI(a) shall be not
more than 50 percent.

“‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—A State that desires to
receive a grant under section 301 shall include
in the application submitted under section 302
assurances that the State will meet the follow-
tng requirements reparding funds supporting an
alternative funding mechanism aumed under
section 301:

*(1) The State shall make available the funds
necessary to provide the non-Federal share of
the costs described in section 3I(a), in cash,
Jrom State, local, or private sources.

*(2) Funds that support an alternative fi-
nancing mechanism assisted under section 301—

**(A) shall be used to supplement and not sup-
plant other Federal, State, and local public
funds erpended to provide public funding op-
tions; and

*“(B). may only be distributed through the en-
tity carvying out the alternative financing
mechanism as a payer of last resort for assist-
ance that iz not available in a reasonable or
timely fashion from any other Federal, State, or
local source.

**(3) All funds that support an allternative fi-
nancing mechanism assisted under section 301,
including funds repaid during the life of the
mechanism, shall be placed in a permanent sep-
arate account and identified and accounted for
separately from any other fund. Funds within
this account may be invested in low-risk securi-
ties in whick a regulated insurance company
may invest under the law of the State for which
the grant is provided and shall be administered
with the same fudgment and care that a person
of prudence, discretion, and intellipence would
erercise in the management of the financial af-
fairs of such person.

‘(4) Funds comprised of the principal and in-
terest from an account described in paragraph
(3) shall be available to support an alternative
financing mechanism assisted under section 301.
Any {interest or investment {ncome that accrues
on such funds after such funds have been
placed under the control of the entity admin-
istering the mechanism, but before such funds
are distributed for purposes of supporting the
mechanism, shall be the property of the entity
administering the mechanism and shall not be
taken into account by any officer or employee of
the Federal Government for any purpose.

“SEC. 305. AMOUNT OF GRANTS.

*‘(a) AMOUNT.—

‘(1) IN OENERAL.—Ezcept as provided in para-
graph (2), a grant under section 301 shall be for
an amount that is not more than $500,000.

*“(2) INCREASES.—Such a grant may be in-
creased by any additional funds made available
under subsection (b).

*(b) EXCESS FUNDS.—If funds appropriated
under section 308 for a fiscal year exceed the

amount necessary to fund the activities de-

scribed {n acceptable applications submitted
under section 302 for such year, the Secretary
shall make such excess amount available, on a
competitive basis, to States receiving grants
under section 301 for such year. A State that de-
sires to receive additional funds under this sub-
section shall amend and resubmit to the Sec-
retary the application submitted under section
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302. Such amended application shall contain an

assurance that the State will provide an addi-

ﬂondamount[ormepurpouofmmfﬂum
mecha

*(c) INSUFFICIENT Fmvbs.——l{ funds appro-
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year to such updated . if
“SEC. 308. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.
‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

nancing mechanisms, .

“(3) providing any other information and
technical assistance to assist States {» accom-
plishing the objectives of this title.

“(b) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND AGREEMENTS.—

The Secretary shall provide the information and
technical assistance descrided in subsection (a)
through grants, contracts, or cooperative agree-
ments with public or private agencies qad orga-
nizations, including institutions of higher edu-
cation, with documented experience, erpertise,
and capacity to assist States in the development
and implementation of the alternative ﬂrumdny
mechanisms described {n section 301.

“SEC. 307. ANNUAL REPORT,

**(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 31
of each year, the Secretary shall submit a report
to the Congress stating whether each State pro-
gram to provide alternative financing mecha-
nisms that was supported under section 301 dur-
ing the year is making significant progress in
achieving the objectives of this title.

*°(b) CONTENTS.—The report shall include in-
formation on—

‘(1) the number of applications for grants

“under section 301 that were received by the Sec-

V.

‘“(2) the number of grants made and the
amounts of such grants;

*‘(3) the ratio of the amount of funds provided
by each State for a State program to provide al-
ternative financing mechanisms to the amount
of Federal funds provided for such program;

“*(4) the type of program to provide alternative
financing mechanisms that was adopted in each
State and the community-based organization (or
consortia of such organizations) with which
each State has entered into a contract; and

*‘(5) the amount of assistance given to con-
sumers (who shall be classified by age, type of
disability, type of assistive technology device or
assistive technology service received, geographic
distribution within the State, gender, and
whether the consumers are part of an
underrepresented population or a rural popu-
lation).

“SEC. 308. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

*(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be
appropriated to carry out this title $8.000,000 for
fiscal year 1994, and such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the fiscal years 1995 through
1998.

*‘(b) AVAILABILITY IN SUCCEEDING FISCAL
YEAR.—Amounts appropriated under subsection
(a) shall remain available for obligation for the
fiscal year immediately following the fiscal year
for which such amounts were appropriated.

*‘(c) RESERVATION.—QOf the amounts appro-
priated under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
reserve $250,000 for the purpose of providing in-
formation and technical assistance to States
under section 306.°".
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YITLE IV-—AMENDMENTS TO OTHER ACTS
mmmmmm

Section 6316aX1) Ofm Iudividuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1€3[(aX1)) is
cmended—

(1) by striking **, and’* at the end of subpara-
graph (D) and inserting & comma;
Q)M:Mammnﬂeendolmb-

assistive technology services (as defined in para~
graphs (2) and (3) of section 3 of the Tech-
nology-Reialed Asistance for Individuals With
WM”W(&U.&C 2262 (2) and
))."

SEC. 402. RERANLITATION ACT OF 1933.

{a) NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DISABILITY AND
REKABILITATION RESEARCH.—Section 202(0)X8) of
the Rehabilitatiem Act eof 1973 (29 USC.
MNiafdy(8) tr amended by striking ‘“characteris-

tics of individuals with disabilities and fnsert- -

tng “characteristics of individuals sith disadil-
tties, fncluding infermation on indivhixals with
disabdilities who lve in rural ov twnercity set-
m mmammnmum

served popuiations,”.
o) Twmm—acm JXONINB) of the Re-
habilitation Act of 193 (2% US.C.
771a(dX1XB)). as added by section IOXD) of
Public Low 102589 (106 Stat. #412), is
amended—

(1) by striking ~; and"” at the end of clause (it)
and inserting @ aadcolou.

€2) by striking tie period at the end of clause
(iit) and inserting “; and™; and

63) by adding at the end’ the foliowing: -

‘“(iv) projects to train personnel in the use,
applications, and bemefits of assistive lech-
nology devices and assistive technology services
(as defined in paragraphs (2) and (3) of section
3 of the Technology-Related Assistance for Indi-
viduals With Disabilities Act of 1988 (29 US.C.
2202 (2)-and (3))".

SEC. 403. ADMINISTRATIVE
UNDER THE RRAD START ACT.

Section 644(f) of the Head Start Act (42 US.C.
9839(1)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by insetting *, or to request approval of
the purchase (after Deoember 31, 1986) of facili-
ties,'* after ‘‘to purchase facilities'’; and

(B) by adding at the end the ;ollowma *“The
- Secretary shall suspend any proceedings pend-
ing against any Hgad Start agency to claim
costs incurred in purchasing such facilities until
the agency has been afforded an opportunity to
apply for approval of the purchase and the Sec-
retary has determined whether the purchase will
be approved. The Secretary shall not be required
to repay claims previously satisfied by Head
Start agencies for costs incurred in the purchase
of such facilities.’”; and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting “"or that
was previously purchased’’ before the semicolon;

(B) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) by inserting *, or the previous purchase
has resulted,” after '‘purchase will result’” in
clause (i); and

(i1} in clause (ii)—

(1) by inserting *', or would have prevented,”
after "will prevent”; and

(11) by striking "‘and’ at the end;

(C) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as sub-
paragraph (E); and

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
Jollowing:

(D) in the case of a request regarding a pre-
viously purchased facility, information dem-
onstrating that the facility will be used prin-
* cipally as a Head Start center, or g direct sup-
port facility for a Head Start program; and™".
SEC. 464. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

- MENTS.

(a) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY DEVICE.—Section
7(23) of the Rekrabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
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mwr.umnmzm-).fm
amended—

and
2) by striking “20X1y' and inserting

) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SERVICE.—Section
7(24) of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (290 U.S.C.
706(24)), as added by section 102¢m) of Pubiic
Law 102-569 (108 Stat. 4330), ts amended—

. (1) by striking “X2r* and ixsertiag “33)";

and
(2) by atriking ©“2202(2)" and tuserting
+2202(3)"".

TITLE V-EFFECTIVEDATE ~
SEC. 801. EPFECTIVE DATE.

. (a) IN GENERAL.—Except amw
cauymov(dadiam:.{ct this Act and the
amendments made by this Act shall take effect
on the date of the enactment of thizr Act.

(b) COMPLIANCE.—Euack State receiving o

for
shail comply with the amendments made by this

Act—

(1) as soon as practicable after the date of the
enactment of this Act, consistent with the effec-
tive and efficient admintstration of the Tech-
nology-Related Assistance for Individwais With
Disabilities Act of 1968; but

(2) not later than—

(A) the next date ox whick the State receives
anmﬁthrwohamtuudawﬁonl&ﬂ
103 of mich Act; or

(B) October 1, 1994,
whickever {3 gooner.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I rise

today in strong support of the bill, HR.

2339,. the Technology-Related Assist-
ance for Individuals With Disabilities
Act Amendments of 1994, as modified
by S. 1283, and as further modified
through negotiations between the
House and the Senate, hereinafter re-
ferred to as ‘‘the Bbill™. -

Iamproudtohmsponmods.lm,
the companfon bfll to HR. 2339, along
with Senator DURENBERGER and others,
I want to especially thank Senator
DURENBERGER for his excellent-leader-
ship during the reauthorization proc-
ess. He has worked Iong and hard on
this bill and deserves credit for his
commitment to enhancing opportuni-
ties for people with disabilities.

I also want to thank the chairman of
the Committee on Labor and Human
Resources, Senator KENNEDY, and the
ranking minority member, Senator
KASSEBAUM, for their leadership and
guidance in crafting this legislation.

In addition, I want to thank our col-
leagues from the other body, particu-
larly Representatives OWENS,
BALLENGER, FORD, and GOODLING for
their dedication and hard work in
crafting the bill and in reaching the
final agreement contained in the
amended bill.

Finally, I want to pay tribute to the
staff members who contributed to this
legislation, including Bob Silverstein,

_Linda Hinton, and Andy Imparato of

my staff; Susan Heegaard of Senator
DURENBERGER’s staff; and Wendy
Cramer of Senator KASSEBAUM's staff.
In reaching this final bill, we re-
ceived constructive advice from the ad-
ministration and from many organiza-
tions, groups, and individuals. In par-
ticular, I want to express my gratitude
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to Judy Heumann, the Assistant Sec-
retary for 8pecial Education and Reha-
bilitative Services and her dedicated
staff, and the Consortium for Citizens
with Disabilities.

As is always the case when the two

Houses of Congress pass companion
bills, the Senate version was not ea-
acted in its entirety. However, I am
pledsed that the final bill contains all
of the Senate provisions necessary to
achieve the goals set out by the Sub-
committee on Disability Policy for re-
authorizing the Technology-Related
Assistance for Individuals With Dia-
abtlities Act of 1988.
- Briefly, I would like to summarize
some of the important provisions in
the final bill. I also ask unanimous
consent to include correspondence be-
tween the House and the Benate re-
garding the sunset provision.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-

(See exhibit 1.)
INTRODUCTION

Mr. HARKIN. In 1988, Congress passed
the Technology-Related Assistance for
Individuals with Disabflities Act, Pub-
lic Law 100407, & law suthorizing a
competitive grant to the
States to enable States to designate
Joad agencies to coordinate activities
designed to facilitate access to, provi-
sion of, and funding for, assistive teeh-
nology devices and services for tnivid-
uals with disabilities.

For all people, technology can pro-
vide important tools for making the
performance of tasks guicker and easi-

-er. However, for some individuals with

disabilities, technology is necessary to
enable them to have greater control
over their lives and participate fully in
activities in their home, school, and
work environments, and in their com-
munities.

An assistive technaology de is de-
fined in the law to be “any item, piece
of equipment, or product system,

"whether acquired commercially off the

shelf, modified, or customized, that is
used to increase, maintain, or improve
functional capabilities of individuals
with disabilities.*’

H.R. 2339, The Technology-Related
Assistance for Individuals with Disabil-
ities Act Amendments of 1994, as modi-
fied by S. 1283 and as further modified
through negotiations between the
House and the Senate, hereinafter re-
ferred to as "‘the bill'’, reauthorizes
this competitive program for 5 years
and requires States to emphasize ac-
tivities that are likely to produce per-
manent systems change so that the
progress made with grant funds will
continue after those funds sunset.
MAJOR CHANGES TO TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATION

PERIOD AND SUNSET

The bill reauthorizes the Technology-
Related Assistance for Individuals with
Disabilities Act for another 5 years. Al-
though this bill reauthorizes the pro-
gram for b years, it also clarifies that
no State may receive funding under
title I for more than 10 years in total.
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To underscore this point, correspond-
ence has been included in the RECORD
between the chair and ranking mem-
bers of the subcommittees with juris-
diction in the House and Senate which
clarifies that no State shall receive
funding under title I of this act for
more than 10 years.

Under title I, each State is eligible to
compete for one 38-year development
grant; one 2-year extension grant—first
extension grant; and one b-year exten-
sion grant—second extension grant.
During a State's second extension
grant, Federal funds will be reduced to
75 percent of the grant amount in the
fourth year and 50 percent in the fifth
year, after which time Federal funding
ceases. During its maximum period of
10 years of Federal funding, each State
1s expected to enable the program to
continue on a permanent basis when
Federal funding is terminated.

PRIORITY AREA ACTIVITIES

States receiving title 1 grants to de-
velop and implement a consumer re-
sponsive comprehensive program of
technology-related assistance will be
expected to perform six specified prior-
ity systems change and advocacy ac-
tivities, unless they make a showing
that they are making significant
progress in these areas and that other
activities would be more likely to ac-
complish the purposes of the act. The
act sets forth a range of permitted ac-
tivities in addition to the priority ac-
tivities.

PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY S8ERVICES

Protection and advocacy services
shall be provided by each State in one
of two ways. A State either may pro-
vide funds directly to a specific protec-
tion and advocacy system in that
State, or a State may request that the
Secretary of Education annually re-
serve, from the funds made available to
the State under title I, an amount of
funds to provide to the protection and
advocacy system in that State. There
is also a grandfather provision that en-
ables States who otherwise were pro-
viding protection and advocacy serv-
ices as of June 30, 1993, to continue to
do so. In any case, the protection and
advocacy entity is required to coordi-
nate activities with the technology
program activities in the State.

The minimum amount that a State,
or the Secretary of Education pn behalf
of a State, must spend on protection
and advocacy services shall be deter-
mined by the Secretary of Education,
based on the size of the State’s title I

grant, the needs of individuals with

disabilities within the State, the popu-
lation of the State, and the geographic
size of the State. Such minimum
amount shall be not less than $40,000
and not more than $100,000. This
amount will be reduced to 75 percent
and 50 percent during the fourth and
fifth years of a State's second exten-
sion grant, with no Federal funds avail-
able for protection and advocacy serv-
ices under title I after the fifth year of
the second extension grant.
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The protection and advocacy service
provider in each State also is subject
to redesignation if significant progress
is not made in providing such services
to individuals with disabilities in the
State.

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLANS

The bill includes an explicit process
for a State to follow {f it becomes sub-
ject to a corrective action plan, which
would occur if the State does not make
significant progress in developing a
consumer responsive comprehensive
statewide program of technology-
releated " assistance. The process in-
volves the development of a plan, the
appointment of a monitoring panel to
ensure that the plan is followed, and a
recommendation from the monitoring

" panel to the Secretary of Education re-

garding whether the State lead agency
should be redesignated. The Governor
retains the responsibility for making
any such redesignation, if the Sec-
retary concura with the recommenda-
tion of the monitoring panel.

TECHNICAL ABSISTANCE

The S8ecretary of Education must
provide information and technical as-
sistance to participating States, as
well as to individuals with disabilities
directly. This provision requires the
Secretary to meet the information and
technical assistance needs not just of
the State grantees, but also of individ-
uals with disabilities and others within
the States.

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

The sum of $50 million is authorized
to carry out title I in fiscal year 1994,
and such sums thereafter through fis-
cal year 1998. Two percent of funds ap-
propriated, or $1.5 million, whichever is
greater, shall be reserved by the Sec-
retary of Education for the purpose of
providing information and technical
assistance.

MAJOR CHANGES TO TITLE I

The Secretary of Education must de-
velop a national classification system
for assistive technology devices and
services. This will be used to determine
whether devices are eligible for tax de-
ductions or credits, and for other pur-
poses.

Title 11 projects include grants for
training, technology transfer, recy-
cling demonstration projects, business
opportunities for individuals with dis-
abilities, and developing projects of
universal design.

The sum of $10 million is authorized
to carry out title II in fiscal year 1994,
and such sums thereafter through fis-
cal year 1998. And $200,000 of funds ap-
propriated in fiscal year 1995 shall be
reserved by the Secretary of Education
for the purpose of developing the na-
tional classification system for
assistive technology devices and serv-
ices.

MAJOR CHANGES TO TITLE Il

The Secretary of Education shall
award one-time matching grants of not
more than $500,000 to States for the
purpose of establishing alternative fi-
nancing mechanisms through which
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consumers can obtain funds to pur-
chase assistive technology devices and
services.

The sum of $8 million is authorized
to carry out title III in fiscal year 1994,
and such sums thereafter through fis-
cal year 1998. $225,000 of such funds
shall be reserved for the purpose of pro-
viding Btates with information and
technical assistance under this title.

EX®IBIT 1
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR,
Washington, DC, February 4, 1954
Hon. ToM HARKIN,

mittee, Hart Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: We are writing to
clarify Congressionsal intent in H.R. 2398 with
regard to the sunset provision as it relates to
s five year reauthorization for the Tech-
nology Rsalated Assistance Act for Individ-
uals with Disabilities.

It {8 our intent that States receiving
grants under Title 1 of the Technology-Re-
lated Aseistance Act for Individuals with
Disabilities will receive grants under this
title for not more than a total of 10 years. In-
cluded in that 10 years are: one three-year
development grant, one 2-year extension of
that development grant if the State dem-
onstrates to the Secretary of Education that
they have made significant progrese in devel-
oping and implementing a consumer-respon-
sive, comprehensive, statewide program of
technology-related assistance, and one § year
second extension grant based on the above
requirement. In year four and five, a phase-
out of the second extension grant will occur
with & State receiving 75% of their grant
award in year four and of their grant
award in year five. After the fifth and final
year of the second extension grant, no State
will receive any Federal funds under Title I
of this Act.

While we understand your concerns that
the length of the authorization for this Act
should be five years for purposes of over-
sight, it is our intent that no State should
receive Federal assistance under Title I of
this Act, the Btate grant program, for more
than ten years. As you may recall, in 1968
when this program was created, the original
Congressional intent was to provide Federal
seed money to States to help them develop
and implement consumer-responsive, com-
prehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance. We do not believe
that the Congress intended for this program
to become a permanent Federal grant pro-
gram and it is8 for that reason that we
strongly support this sunset provision.

We hope that this is your understanding of
the sunset and five-year resuthorization pro-
visions of H.R. 2339 so that we can ensure
this policy is clearly explained during the
House and Senate floor debate when this bill
is considered. We appreciate your consider-
ation of this issue and look forward to hear-
ing your views,

Sincerely,
MAJOR OWENS,
Member of Congress.
CASS BALLENGER
Member of Congress.
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COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND
RUMAN RESOURCES,
Washkington, DC, Febmar' 7, 199¢ .

Hon. MAJOR OWENS,

Hon. CAS8 BALLENGER,

Subcommitiee on Select Education and Civil
Rights, Committee on Education and Labor,
naybumbc House Office Building, Washing-
ton, DC.

DxaR MR. OWENS aND MR. BALLENGER: We
are in receipt of your February 4, 190t letters
seeking a clarification of congressional in-
tent {n H.R. 2339 with regard to the sunset
provision as {f relates to a five year reau-
thorization for ths Technology-Related As-
sistance for Individuals with Disabilities
Act.

We fully concur with your understanding
of the policy in the bill regarding the above
referenced provisfons.

Sincerely,
ToM HARKIN,
Chatr, Subcommittee

on Disability Policy.

DAVID DURENBERGER,

Ranking, "Subcommit-

tee on Dbabﬁtty
Policy.

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, I

move that the Senate concur in the .

House amendment.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the action by which
the motion was agreed to.

Mr. DOLE. 1 move to lay that motion

.on the table.

'l‘hemotiontolayontheta,blewas

agreed to.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, my
understanding is that there i8 now to
be a period for morning business. We
are awaiting clearance on one fipnal
matter regarding the Federal employ-
ees management legislation. Therefore,
I will be pleased to yield the floor at
this time.

I understand thé Republican leader
has a statement. And then when we get
clearance on that matter, which I hope
to be shortly, we will proceed to that.

e ————————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for not to ex-
ceed 10 minutes each.

The Republican leader is recognized.
B

ACQUITTAL OF SENATOR KAY
BAILEY HUTCHISON

Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, I rise
today to report some great news for
the Senate which should be welcomed
universally on both sides of the aisle.
Our colleague from Texas, KAY BAILEY
HUTCHISON, was acquitted today of
charges brought against her in a court
in Fort Worth. This is great news for
KAY and her husband Ray, great news
for the people of Texas, and great news
for the Senate.

My view has always been that the
charges brought against Senator
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HUTCHISON were a politically motivated
attempt at character assassination.
The real crime here was letting fair-
ness take a back seat to politics. Polit-
ical show trials have no place in Texas,
and no place in America. Today'’s ac-
quittal confirrns what we have been
saying all along.

And hopefully this verdict today will
set & valusble example—it is time to
stop politically motivated legal harass-
ment of public officials, whether they
are Democrat or Republican. If & legiti-
mate case can be made, that is one
thing. But, as today's verdict indicates,
these things can get out of hand. When
the facts are not there to support & le-
gitimate prosecution—no matter
whether you are a Democrat or a Re-
publican—it #3 nothing more than a po-
litically motivated witch hunt. That is
& shame, and it has to stop.

1 hope that s one thing that comes

out of this effort by this district attor-

ney, who unsuccessfully a eouple of
times started a trial and today finally
gave up.

I had the opportumity of speaking

* with Senator HUTCHISON about an hour

2go. Obviously, she is elated, and
should be, and feels she has been exon-
erated, &s she has, and vindicated, as
she has. And I know she looks forward
to returning to the Senate when we
come back from the recess.

I know I speak for all of my col-
leagues when I say we look forward to
welcoming back this dedicated and tal-
ented public servant.

Mr. WARNER addressed the Chair,

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. Prestdent, I com-
mend our distinguished Republican
leader. Qur faith in our colleague from
Texas never wavered a moment on this
side of the aisle. Indeed, I think that
sentiment was shared by many on the
other side of the aisle. This woman in
many respects has a badge of courage
and firmness that I wish more of us
had. .

Mr. President, I would like now to be
recognized as if in morning business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is recognized for up
to 10 minutes.

THE SITUATION IN BOSNIA

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President,
Wednesday evening, I was privileged to
be included in the congressional leader-
ship group that went to the White
House to consult with the President of
the United States and members of his
Cabinet and other senior advisers on a
range of foreign policy issues, but pri-
marily those relating to Bosnia.

At that meeting, I expressed my con-
cerns about an expanded use of air
power in Bosnia. I have done that
many times on this floor, most often in
conjunction with our noted and experi-
enced colleague, Senator MCCAIN.

I also expressed my belief that it is
essential, and I repeat—it is essential—
that the Congress at the earliest oppor-
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tunity begin a full and thorough debate

‘regarding the next evolution of the

Bosnia policy. We should do that before
committing our men and wamen of the
Armed Forces to what appears to be a
tragic and never-ending conflict.

Bosniz, in my judgment, poses one of
the most complex political-diplomatic-
military equations that we have had to
face in recent time.

We have great compession for . the
suffering of the Bosnian people, suffer-
ing which has deen vividly portrayed to
us through vivid televiston - coverage.
We are moved: we are concerned; we
are compassionate. But we must. not
let our foreign policy be dictated by
our emotions. We rmmst carefully, pa-
tiently, and thoroughly assess what the
strategic tnterests of this country are
in that part of the world, and the ex-
tent to which we are willing to commit
our Armed Fomesandourmdonars
to resolve that conflict.

We must try to understand the com-
plexity of the conflict. There is so lit-
tle clarity. There are so few options.
Yet, we are now faced with a new pol-
icy, a policy by which we are going to
become more heavily committed mili-
tarily in that conflict. For some period
of time, our naval forces, our air

- forces, and some amall elements of

other types of our military forces have
been engaged in varicus moncombet
missions in Bosnia. But now we are on
the brink of involving curselves in out~
right combat situsations with the use of
air power.

The Congress {8 now confronted with
8 situation with certain parallels to
our experience in Somalia. From the
time the Somalia operation was trans-
ferred to United Nations control in
May 1993, ‘the objectives of United .
States policy and the mission of United

.States military forces went through a

series of evolutions.

Few in Congress expressed our views
as we went from one evolution to the
next. I have gone back and read the
RECORD on this issue. One or two Mem-
bers addressed this body, but we as a
body really did not give that serious
situation the attention it deserved, nor
did we go on record with a vote and ex-
press ourselves with clarity, prior to
the tragic events of October 34 in So-
malia.-

The Congress followed the proper
course prior to the Persian Gulf con-
flict. I brought with me today the reso-
lution that was adopted by this body,
Senate Joint Resolution 2, where by a
very narrow margin of but five votes,
we expressed with clarity our intention
to back the President of the United
States and to give him the discretion
as Commander in Chief to utilize force
whep and if he believed it was nec-
essary in the Persian Gulf operation.
Together with our allies, that oper-
ation was brought to a successful con-
clusion.

I return, however, to Somalia. Again,
we had a series of policy evolutions,
with very little attention given by the
Congress to the charges. And then, on



